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MESSAGE FROM THE 
MAYOR
Kenneth H. Kessler

Mundelein Matters

With winter nearly behind us, 
I am happy to report that we 
survived the salt shortage 

thanks to excellent preparations and re-
sponse by our Public Works Department.  
New procedures allowed crews to reduce 
salt usage and overtime from last year.

Plans for this summer’s street repair pro-
gram, plus underlying storm, sanitary and 
water main replacement include:  Rays Lane 
(Diamond Lake Rd. to Ridge); S. Lakeshore 
(Seymour to Hickory); Seymour (S. Lake-
shore to cul-de-sac); Cross Meadow (N. Lake-
shore to S. Lakeshore); Midway (Seymour 
to Chestnut); Chestnut (N. Lakeshore to S. 
Lakeshore); Hickory (Allanson to High); 
Huntington Ct. (N. Huntington to north 
end); Newcastle Ct. (N. Huntington to south 
end); Hampton Ct. (Hampton to south end); 
Parliament Way (N. Huntington to Wind-
sor); North and South Bristol Cts. (north 
cul-de-sac to south cul-de-sac); and Seymour 
(Courtland to Route 176).  If the bid price 
exceeds the budget, the scope of work will 
be reduced.  If bids come in under budget, 
we may be able to expand the program.  
The above are complete repairs.  Tempo-
rary pot hole repairs (i.e., hot patch) will 
commence as weather allows.  It has been 
another rough winter on our roads.  

The Village staff has been working on the 
2009/2010 budget for several months.  
Village Board discussions begin March 
30th.  These are difficult times; revenues 

are down—sales tax, state shared taxes, 
development and building fees—and 
unemployment and foreclosures are up.  
Like many of you, the Village’s expendi-
tures will be reduced significantly.  The 
good news is that the Village is financially 
healthy.  We have very little debt.  Resi-
dential and commercial growth is slow, 
but there is development.  Corporate 
reserves are adequate, and we have been 
successful in securing state and federal 
grants so that much needed projects can 
move forward.  I am confident we will 
emerge from this poor economy a stron-
ger and more efficient community.

I am pleased to report that we have con-
cluded negotiations with Groot Industries 
to be the exclusive residential garbage 
collector for the Village.  More detail on 
the contract is provided later in the news-
letter.  It is a good agreement that accom-
plished our objectives:  Reduced rates for 
everyone; service options are increased; 
recycling rates and volumes will be in-
creased; covered recycling carts will re-
duce litter; the cost for spring cleanup and 
leaf collection are reduced; and service 
standards have been established.  Change 
is always hard to accept, but this agree-
ment provides for minimum disruption to 
residents and provides more service op-
tions than we previously had available.

Don’t forget the upcoming Centennial 
celebrations:  Kevin O’Donnell Book 
Signing April 23rd, Fremont Library, and 
the “Evening of Music” May 30th, Univer-
sity of St. Mary of the Lake Auditorium.  
See the Village website, www.mundelein.
org/centennial, for all the details.
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CN/EJ&E MERGER 
FINALIZED

On December 8, 2008, the Vil-
lage approved an agreement 

with the Canadian National (CN) 
railroad to resolve outstanding con-
cerns related to the acquisition of the 
EJ&E.  Train traffic will not increase 
on the CN line through downtown, 
but more trains will be routed to the 
EJ&E significantly impacting Dia-
mond Lake Road and Route 60/83.  
Delays at Route 60 and Butterfield 
Road will be reduced.  Discussions 
began in March 2008 in order to re-
duce the impacts of the transaction, 
and resolve some long-standing is-
sues with railroad operations.
The full agreement is posted at 
www.mundelein.org, under the 
icon “CN Acquisition of the EJ&E” 
for public review.  In summary, the 
Village will receive a payment of 
$675,000 to fund several projects, 
including $125,000 for road im-
provements that will permit removal 
of the automated horns and des-
ignation of a complete quiet zone 
through town; $400,000 for emer-
gency response equipment and/or 
a contribution toward the construc-
tion of a pedestrian overpass at the 
Metra station; $50,000 for sound 
proofing at West Oak Middle School; 
and $100,000 for privacy fencing 
or landscaping along the EJ&E.  The 
CN also committed $1 million for 
feasibility studies for two projects:  
Grade separation at Route 60/83, 
and an alternate exit for the Tower 
Road industrial park.  Non-monetary 
provisions included staff training, im-
proved communications for dispatch-
ers, reduction of blocked crossings, 
and the construction of a high-speed 
connection between the CN and 
EJ&E, to reduce crossing time for 
trains on Allanson Road.  The merger 

was highly contested regionally.  The 
Mundelein Village Board believed 
it was more productive to negoti-
ate than to protest.  Track work to 
accommodate the full scope of ad-
ditional trains will not be completed 
until Fall 2010. 

NEW GARBAGE 
COLLECTION 
SERVICE BEGINS 
MAY 1st

Starting May 1, 2009, Groot In-
dustries will be the exclusive 

residential waste collector for all 
single family and duplex residences 
in Mundelein.  A brochure explain-
ing the program will be mailed to all 
affected residents in April.  A more 
detailed summary of the agreement 
is posted on the Village website, along 
with Frequently Asked Questions.

Briefly, the agreement maintains 
the current program of unlimited 
household waste collection, plus one 
bulk item per week.  Additional bulk 
items must be tagged.  Every non-se-
nior account will receive a 65 gallon, 
wheeled recycling cart.  The monthly 

collection rate will be $20.85.  Se-
nior service is available for residents 
65 and over for $17.50/month.  A 
35-gallon cart for garbage and one 
for recycling will be provided.  As 
an alternative, a pay-per-bag option 
is also offered.  One $2.50 tag must 
be applied to each container of gar-
bage (bag or can), plus a minimum 
of $7.40/month must be paid for 
recycling.

A two-week spring cleanup program 
in May, and leaf collection for six 
weeks in the fall, are included.  All 
rates are frozen until October 2010. 
For questions regarding any of these 
programs, call Groot Industries at 
847-693-2700.

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT
A-MAY-Zing Mundelein 
Day of Caring

The Mundelein Police Depart-
ment will host the 14th annual 

A-MAY-Zing Mundelein on Saturday, 
May 9.  A-MAY-Zing Mundelein’s 
success has been due to the local 
residents, organizations and busi-

SPRING CLEANUP

Spring Cleanup will be held May 5 through May 15.  
During this period, residents may set out household 

items for disposal on their normal garbage collection 
day.  This program helps residents dispose of refuse that 
is normally not collected without an additional fee.  Re-
frigerators, freezers, air conditioners, and other appliances that contain freon 
cannot be collected unless the refrigerants have been removed and the appliance 
is properly tagged.  If a refrigerator, stove, freezer, or some other appliance is 
placed at the curb, the door must be removed or secured.  The following items 
are not collected:  Oil, gas, chemicals, 35 and 55 gallon drums, fuel oil contain-
ers and tanks, pesticides, asbestos, railroad ties, oil-based paints, tree stumps, yard 
waste, large quantities of construction debris, and tires. 
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For Crime Alerts, Safety Tips, 
and other events, visit the Police 

Department website www.
mundelein.org/police

nesses that volunteer their time to 
complete spring cleanup projects at 
the homes of residents in need of a 
helping hand.  Last year, 222 volun-
teers, comprised of families, scout 
troops, churches, local organizations 
and businesses, completed projects 
at 42 locations throughout the Village 
ranging from yard work, window 
washing, and home safety inspections 
to small outdoor repairs.  Several 
area businesses donated supplies to 
help complete the projects, plus food 
and refreshments for the volunteers.

Some organizations represent them-
selves as working for the local  police 
department.  Be aware, though solic-
itor organizations may be legitimate, 
you should not provide any informa-
tion or funds if not completely com-
fortable with the organization.  You 
can contact the Police Department 
24 hours a day at 847-968-4600 if 
you have even the slightest apprehen-
sion regarding any solicitations.

MHS/MPD Partnership

Mundelein High School has 
achieved its highest attendance 

rate in eight years.  Attendance has 
increased from 90% in 2001/02 to 
95.3% this year.  MHS takes a hands-
on approach to reducing truancy us-
ing face-to-face interaction between 
the Dean and students to stress 
the importance of being in school.  
MHS has partnered with the  Police 
Department to further reinforce 
the importance of being in school.  
Truancy tickets are issued to stu-
dents when they miss school without 
parental consent.  It is in the best 
interest of our community, and our 
country, to work together to keep 
students in school.

FIRE 
DEPARTMENT
Did You Remember to 
Change Your Smoke 
Detector Batteries?

Change Your Clock Change Your 
Battery® is a national home 

fire safety program.  Across the 
United States, more than 5,800 fire 
departments participate in the pro-
gram, including the Mundelein Fire 
Department.  Change the batteries 
in your smoke detector when you 

change your clocks to Daylight Sav-
ing Time.  This is also a good time to 
clean your smoke detector.  Using 
your vacuum cleaner’s brush attach-
ment, simply vacuum out the cover 
of the detector and the base of the 
unit as well.  

The rate of injury and death from 
fires in the home is declining due, in 
part, to the widespread use of smoke 
detectors.  Approximately 80% of fa-
tal home fire victims are children in 
homes without working smoke de-
tectors.  Smoke alarms nearly double 
the chance of surviving of home fire, 
but this statistic only holds true if the 
detector works.  It is recommended 
that detectors over five years old be 
replaced. 

Lawn Mower Safety

With summer on the horizon, 
lawn mowers and gardening 

equipment will soon be powered 
up.  The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimates that 400,000 
Americans are hospitalized annu-
ally due to accidents involving lawn 
mowers and related tools.  Over 
25,000 of these injuries involve the 
use of riding lawnmowers.  Here are 
some tips to stay safe:

 Keep area to be mowed clear 
of rocks, toys, debris and other tools;
 Do not mow when family 

members or neighbors are present;
 Wear sturdy shoes or boots;
 Never fuel a hot mower, or 

when the mower is running, and 
only fuel in a well-ventilated area;
 Wear appropriate eye and ear 

protection;
 Mow when the grass is dry, 

wet grass creates a slipping hazard;
 Do not allow “passengers” on 

a riding mower.

Volunteers are needed for this year’s 
event.  Volunteers should plan on 
working through early afternoon and 
are invited to return to the Police 
Department for lunch.  To volunteer 
or donate supplies, or if you are in 
need of assistance with a project, call 
Jennifer at 847-968-3770.  Project 
suggestions for common areas within 
the community are also welcome.  
Please visit our website www.
mundelein.org/police for more 
information.

Solicitations

The Mundelein Police Depart-
ment does not solicit over the 

phone, nor do we use any other or-
ganization to solicit on our behalf.  

A-MAY-Zing Mundelein Volunteers
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If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the Mundelein Fire 
Department at 847-949-3260.

Outdoor Fireplace Safety

Certain methods of outdoor 
burning are allowed by Village 

Fire Code.   A recreational fire is 
defined as “an outdoor fire utilized 
to cook food for human consump-
tion, or wood fires burned in metal, 
or porcelain finished metal, portable 
outdoor fireplace structures manu-
factured by a qualified manufacturing 
firm, as long as the manufacturer’s 
recommendations for proper place-
ment and operation of the fireplace 
are followed.”  Recreational fires are 
not allowed within 25’ of any struc-
ture or combustible materials, or in 
the front yard or front setback of a 
home.  Only seasoned, dry firewood, 
which shall be ignited with a small 
quantity of paper, should be used in 
outdoor fireplaces.  Burning leaves, 
paper, plywood, construction mate-
rials and trash is prohibited!
  
When any open flame is present, 
close adult supervision is impor-
tant.  Fireplaces should never be left 
unattended for any length of time.  
Extinguish the fire fully before going 
in.  Be kind to your neighbors—pay 
attention to the amount of smoke 
generated from the fire and the wind 
direction.  If your fire is causing a 
nuisance—put it out!

PUBLIC WORKS
Electronics Drop-off

Household electronics recycling 
drop-off will begin at the Pub-

lic Works facility, 440 East Crystal 
Street, on May 4th from 8 a.m. to 3 

p.m. weekdays.  Materials must be 
residential in nature.  The following 
are not accepted:  Air conditioners, 
dehumidifiers, large household ap-
pliances, batteries, electric fixtures, 
fluorescent light bulbs, and compact 
disks.  Before recycling usable elec-
tronic items, please consider donat-
ing them to Goodwill, Salvation 
Army, or another non-profit user.  

Sanitary Sewer Problems

If you experience a sanitary sewer 
backup, please contact the Public 

Works Department at 847-949-3270 
before proceeding with any work.  
The service line which runs from 
the sewer main to the house is the 
responsibility of the homeowner.  
Public Works can usually determine 
the course of action necessary, elimi-
nating costly “guess work.”  In many 
cases, Public Works staff can televise, 
at no charge, a sewer service to as-
sist in identifying the problem.  If it 
is determined that the sewer must 
be replaced or repaired, the Building 
Department suggests that a home-
owner get three estimates from qual-
ified contractors to ensure the best 
job and best price.  If you have any 
questions regarding sewer problems, 
contact the Village Plumbing Inspec-
tor at 847-949-3283.

ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENT
Rain Gardens and How 
They Work

A rain garden is a shallow depres-
sion in the ground landscaped 

with native perennial plants. It is 
designed to catch, absorb, and fil-
ter rainwater, typically from roof 
downspouts or sump pumps, prior 
to running off a property and into 
nearby storm drains. The native, 
drought-tolerant plantings and soil 
layers of a rain garden cleanse the 
water through natural processes re-
ferred to as biofiltration. This filtered 
water is then released into streams, 
rivers and lakes or into the ground 
to recharge the groundwater system, 
thereby reducing the pollutants that 
reach these water bodies.

Impervious surfaces like roofs, drive-
ways, sidewalks, streets and parking 
lots prevent storm water from natu-
rally soaking into the ground and al-
low it to become contaminated with 
pollutants.  Rain gardens are a way 
to help intercept and detain storm 
water runoff , acting as a water filter.  
Rain garden plantings create wildlife 
habitat and attract butterflies and 
birds.  And, once established, they 
require very little maintenance.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

The Memorial Day Parade will be May 25th starting at 
the Village Hall.  The VFW will conduct a memorial ser-

vice at 9:30 a.m. at the war memorial, with the parade fol-
lowing at 10:00 a.m.  Veterans are encouraged to participate 
and ride in the trolley.  Interested organizations may call 847-949-3223, or 
visit www.mundelein.org, for a parade unit application.  The parade con-
cludes at Memorial Park with a memorial ceremony sponsored by American 
Legion Post 867.
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THE MUNDELEIN
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

PRESENTS

“An Evening of Music”
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2009

UNIVERSITY OF ST. MARY OF THE LAKE

OUTDOOR RECEPTION 6:00 P.M.
CONCERT 7:00 P.M.

FEATURING:
* Marianne Beatty - Chicago Symphony Soloist * Antioch Brass Quintet
* Mark Teresi - Soloist, St. Mary of the Lake * Fred Vipond - Pianist, St. Mary of
* Accompanying Irish Violinists       the Annunciation Church

TICKETS:
General Admission  $20 (Available at the Village Hall) 
Reserved Seating    $30 (Contact Donna Morrison at 847-949-9274)

architect Gary Blanford, of Blanford 
Design, for preparing the site sur-
vey and site plan for the Centennial 
Plaza, which has moved this project, 
located in the northwest corner of 
Kracklauer Park, into high gear.

REMINDERS
 April 29—Baskin Robbins 

31 Cent Scoop Night, 5-10 p.m.  
Fire Department personnel will be 
scooping ice cream to support this 
annual event and to raise money for 
the fire truck restoration.
 May 27—Special Olympics 

Golf Outing, Steeplechase Golf 
Course.  Reservations and fees are 
due by May 18.  Contact Cynthia 
Peart at 847-968-3775.
 June 13—Bike Rodeo, 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m., Mundelein Metra 
Station (rain date June 14).  
 Review the Homeowners 

Guide to Gypsy Moths on our 
website.  Burlap traps are available at 
no charge at Public Works.

CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION

The next Centennial community 
event is May 30th at the Univer-

sity of St. Mary of the Lake auditori-
um. 800 tickets are available for “An 
Evening of Music.”  A variety of beau-
tiful, limited edition memorabilia 
items have been created to mark the 
Centennial.  All items are available 
at Village Hall, at community events 
throughout the year, and are on sale 
at Ace Hardware downtown.

Special thanks to Pat Howard, and 
all our quilting volunteers who are 
hard at work sewing a Centennial 
quilt which will be displayed at the 
Fort Hill Heritage Museum later this 
year, and a second quilt that will be 
auctioned as a fundraiser.  So much is 
happening, and so many great people 
have contributed, there is not enough 
space here to tell the whole story, but 
we have to thank Smith Engineer-
ing Company, and local landscape 

 Mosquito control activi-
ties will begin in mid-April.  Call 
the Mosquito Hotline at 800-942-
2555 to report breeding areas.
  Lawn sprinkling restric-

tions start May 1 and end Septem-
ber 30.  The east side of Highway 45 
may water on even numbered days, 
and the west side of Highway 45 on 
odd numbered days, between 5 and 
10 a.m. and 6 and 11 p.m.
 Report any observed storm 

water pollution activity, including 
soil erosion or illegal dumping into 
water bodies or storm sewer system, 
to the Public Works Department at 
847-949-3270.
 JULIE locates are required 

prior to any excavating or digging.  
The service is free by calling 811.  A 
permit may be required.  Check with 
the Building Department.
 Local Ace Hardware stores 

are offering free recycling of bat-
teries, cell phones, and compact 
fluorescent bulbs.  Latex paint can be 
recycled, at a nominal charge.  Bring 
recyclable items to the Mundelein 
Ace Hardware, 609 East Hawley 
Street.



PHONE NUMBERS

Village Hall ................................847-949-3200
Mayor Kenneth H. Kessler ............847-949-3209
Village Administrator’s Office .......847-949-3225
John Lobaito
Building Department ..................847-949-3283
Director Peter Schubkegel, Sr.
Customer Service Office ..............847-949-3214
Engineering Department .............847-949-3220
Village Engineer Bill Emmerich
Finance Department ....................847-949-3246
Director Mary Hatton
Water Billing ..............................847-949-3245
Public Works Department ............847-949-3270
Director Kenneth Miller
Police Department
Chief Raymond Rose
Emergency ............................................9-1-1
Non-Emergency and TTY ..................847-968-4600
Fire Department
Chief Timothy Sashko
Emergency ............................................9-1-1
Non-Emergency .............................847-949-3260
Non-Emergency TTY .......................847-949-3262
Trustee Chip Cancelli .......................312-524-3860
Trustee Robin Meier ........................847-949-5347
Trustee James Nutschnig ...................847-566-5495
Trustee Raymond Semple ..................847-566-0835
Trustee Ed Sullivan ..........................847-949-0172
Trustee Terri Voss ............................847-566-4002

WATER BILL PAYMENTS due by 20th of the month.

VILLAGE BOARD Meetings – Second and fourth Mon-
days of the month, 7:00 p.m.

PLAN COMMISSION Meetings – Second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month, 7:30 p.m.

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION Meetings 
– Second and fourth Tuesdays of the month, 7:00 p.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Meetings – Third Wednesday of the month, 7:30 a.m.

All meetings are held at the Fire Station Headquarters, 
1000 North Midlothian Road.  Meeting agendas are posted 
on the Village website.  Village Board agendas, with sup-
porting information, are posted by close of business the 
Friday before the meeting.

For copies of Mundelein Matters on tape or in large print, 
please call or write with the name and address of the re-
cipient, and the choice of the media.

Your opinion is important to us.  If you have a suggestion 
or problem, please address it to Mike Flynn, Assistant Vil-
lage Administrator, and mail it back or drop it off at the 
Village Hall, or email to info@mundelein.org.  All re-
sponses are reviewed and seriously considered.

Village of Mundelein
440 East Hawley Street
Mundelein, IL  60060
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