
GOVERNOR’S HOMETOWN 
AWARD WINNER

TOP 100 SAFEST CITIES IN 
AMERICA—RANKED 38

MUNDELEIN HIGH SCHOOL—
TOP 100 PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
IN ILLINOIS

MUNDELEIN PARKS AND 
RECREATION DISTRICT—
ILLINOIS DISTINGUISHED 
ACCREDITED AGENCY

CALEA ACCREDITED—
THE GOLD STANDARD IN PUBLIC 
SAFETY ACCREDITATION 

RECIPIENT NEW URBANISM 
CNU MERIT AWARD FOR 
MASTER REDEVELOPMENT  
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

MOODY’S AA1 RATING—
SECOND HIGHEST GRADE FOR 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

RECIPIENT OF 
SUNSHINE AWARD FOR 
GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY

10 BEST CHICAGO SUBURBS 
FOR YOUNG COUPLES

10 BEST CHICAGO SUBURBS 
FOR FAMILIES

Dear Fellow Residents,
Spring is finally here and soon we will all 
be out and about enjoying everything 
Mundelein has to offer—bicycling, 
golfing, Park District activities, adult and 
youth sports, boating on Diamond Lake—
just to name a few.  It has been a busy few 
months at the Village with the completion 
of a number of projects and several 
others commencing. To stay up-to-date 
on Village happenings, I encourage you 
to sign-up for our weekly E-Newsletter—
Mundelein Connection.  Send your email 
address to info@mundelein.org and 
once a week you will receive our Village 
newsletter which provides a snapshot of 
all things Mundelein.  

State of the Village Presentation
The recent “State of the Village” 
presentation is available on our website 
under the link labelled “News Blog”. This 
year, I invested a little more time discussing 
property taxes and pensions.  If you are at all 
interested in village matters, please watch 
this video.  It will be well worth your while.

Mayor’s Math Challenge
More than ever, our nation competes 
on the world stage for technological 
advancements and it’s important that 
we encourage our gifted young people 
to pursue the STEM subjects.  In this 
endeavor, I hosted Mundelein’s 5th Annual 
Mayor’s Cup Math Challenge, held in 
March, which attracted 183 local students 
and a total of 35 teams (13 Varsity, 7 Junior 
Varsity, and 15 Middle School).   This year 
they competed for over $20,000 in cash 
scholarships donated by local Mundelein 
businesses and also the Mundelein After 

School Coalition.  
Special mention 
and thanks go to 
our lead sponsor, 
Garden Fresh,  for 
their generous 
donation        o f 
$15,000,  and 
to Mundelein 
High School who 
hosted the event. 
 
Spring Clean-Up
Mundelein’s village-wide spring cleaning 
time is right around the corner. If you have 
large items that need to be tossed but 
cannot fit into the trash can, mark your 
calendars for the two weeks of May 1-11.  
During this period, Village of Mundelein 
residents may set out household items and 
other refuse items (that would normally be 
collected for an additional fee) for FREE. 
These items should only be set out on your 
regular collection day.  

Townline Road/Route 60 Corridor
Recognizing our challenges along the 
Townline Road/Route 60 corridor, which 
includes the old Menard’s at Oak Creek 
Plaza, the Village Board engaged the 
Urban Land Institute Chicago District 
Council (ULI Chicago) to organize a 
Technical Assistance Panel (TAP). This 
panel brought together a diverse set of 
real estate experts including developers, 
brokers, attorneys and engineers, all of 
whom donated their time and expertise, 
to help develop realistic recommendations 
for revitalizing that area and help make it a 

                                    continued on page 4
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Key Highlights—State of the Village Presentation:                                                                                         

Street Work 2017/2018—Mundelein invests approximately $4,000,000 per year in street improvements. The majority of 
this expenditure is funded by Motor Fuel Tax/road and bridge funds with the balance of the funding generated from water and 
sewer and general funds. Mundelein’s investment in 2017 street improvements totaled more than $4,400,000 while the 2018 
investment in street improvements is budgeted at approximately $4,000,000. 

Mundelein Named in Top 100 Safest Cities in Illinois 
listing for the seventh consecutive year.  Mundelein ranks 44th 
by the National Council for Home Safety and Security. 

The “A Way Out” program, an initiative to help people 
break free of opioid addiction, took First Place, as a law enforcement assisted pre-arrest diversion program at the Lake County 
Municipal League’s annual Law Enforcement Innovation Award ceremony.  See Page 7

Mundelein Police Chief Eric J. Guenther has been named the 2018 Chief of the Year  by the Illinois Association 
of Chiefs of Police. The award is for leadership in his community, leadership in his own police department and the law enforcement 
profession, and service to the association. ILACP is a 1,300-member organization representing more than 450 agencies in Illinois.  
See Page 6

Mundelein’s Business Incentive Grant (BIG) Program took First Place in the Lake County Municipal League’s annual 
“Innovation Awards.” Mundelein was recognized for its Business Incentive Grant (BIG) program—a matching grant program that 
provides Mundelein businesses an opportunity to partner with the Village for funding for funding. This partnership enhances the 
appearance of local businesses thus improving Mundelein’s business climate.  See Page 4

Mundelein is actively addressing flooding problems 
that arose from the July 2017 rain storm. Flood Mitigation 
improvements are estimated to cost approximately $8,000,000 
not including land acquisition and street restoration.  Funding 
for this initiative will be from the issuance of bonds. On the 
table for discussion is a 1% sales tax on all retail sale of package 
liquor and a storm water fee charge on water bills. Repayment 
of the bonds will come from new revenue source currently under 

discussion by the Village Board.  It is anticipated the 
project will begin in 2019 and last 18 to 24 months. 

Mayor Lentz Hosts Fourth Annual 
State of the Village Presentation 
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Mayor Steve Lentz recently hosted the Fourth Annual “State 
of the Village” presentation to give interested residents an 
inside look at Mundelein’s 2018 vision. This year’s meeting 
took a broader perspective of the Village and focused on 
accomplishments, challenges, business development activity, 
and Mundelein’s future outlook. Approximately 75 residents 
attended the presentation which took place immediately 
preceding the regularly scheduled Board Meeting. 

In addition to Mayor Lentz, the Mundelein Village Board of 
Trustees, Village Clerk, Economic Development Commission, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission, Village Administrator, 
and Department Heads were on-hand at the meeting to 
address resident questions.  

“I think it’s important to keep residents better informed about 
the good things happening behind the scenes in Mundelein 
and help residents understand that we are following well-

researched and carefully formulated strategic plans to help 
revitalize Mundelein and make sure the Village thrives.  We 
feel optimistic about the changes taking place throughout 
Mundelein and we want to magnify that optimism,” Mayor 
Lentz explained.

At the meeting Mayor Lentz also acknowledged Mundelein’s 
challenges and stressed that awareness is the first step in 
tackling some of the Village’s most pressing issues.  “We’re 
very well aware of our weak areas and we have strategies in 
place to address these issues. We see our weaknesses as 
opportunities,” he said.

“Informed residents are optimistic residents. By providing 
residents with information about Mundelein economics, 
we’re creating informed optimists and community partners in 
promoting our Village,” Mayor Lentz concluded.
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The newly established Mundelein Arts Commission is making a significant impact on the arts in Mundelein. In just 
over a one year time period, this dedicated arts-loving group has introduced writing contests, published “Mundelein Writes,” 
hosted three Open Mic Nights, hosted a Ten-Minute Play Contest, Compiled an artists’ directory, and they are researching 
murals as a way to introduce more public art throughout the Village. 

In terms of Community Development, Mundelein continues to make 
significant progress. Some of the more notable projects include: North Lake 
Façade Enhancement Program, Sign Code upgrades, Installation of a Pedestrian 
Overpass bridge, development of Lot 5 in the Village Hall Plaza, Gateway Signage 
phased in, Oak Creek Plaza Development Opportunities, Update of the Village’s 
Comprehensive Plan—to name just a few of the more high profile projects and 
initiatives.  See Page 10

Did you know…on a typical tax bill, the Village of Mundelein receives just 
13.7% of the property taxes you pay.  A resident who owns a home with a market 
value of $228,300 pays Mundelein an average of $1,188 in property taxes.  This is 
the 9th lowest out of 23 Lake County municipalities. Mundelein’s tax levy remained 
the same for five years—2011-2015—despite the perpetual pension cost increases 
each year.  State mandated pension cost is steadily increasing.   In fact, from 2011 
to 2017, Mundelein’s pension obligation has increased 52% from $2.9 million to 
$4.4 million—a $1.5 million dollar increase. Since 2009, Mundelein has steadily 
decreased the number of employees by 20, yet Village staff has been able to 
deliver the same level and quality of service through increased efficiencies, better 
use of technology, and supportive leadership. 

Did you know…on a typical tax bill, the Village of Mundelein receives just 
13.7%. Mundelein is the 9th lowest out of 23 Lake County municipalities in annual 
tax payments per household. ($1,188 tax payment to Village.) 

State mandated pensions generally increase annually.  In fact, from 2011 to 
2017, Mundelein’s pension obligation has increased 52% from $2.9 million to $4.4 
million—a $1.5 million dollar increase. 

Since 2009, Mundelein has steadily decreased the number of employees 
by 20, yet Village staff has been able to deliver the same level and quality of 
service through increased efficiencies, better use of technology, and supportive 
leadership.

Between 2011-2017, Mundelein’s pension obligation increased by 
52 % ($1.5 million).  Over that same period of time, the levy amount paid by 
the taxpayer to run Village operations (not including pension costs), decreased 
$190,000. Levy increases over the past seven years are the result of increased 
pension obligations mandated by the State of Illinois.  

Mundelein’s Building Department averages a 93% success rate for meeting 
its goal of a 5-day turnaround time on building permits.  The average permit 
turnaround time is 1.74 days! Also, the number of permits issued continues to 
trend upward.  In 2014 there were 2,059 permits issued compared to 2,254 permits 
issued.  Building inspections are also trending upward.  In 2014, 2,740 inspections 
took place compared to 2,886 in 2017.

Share our pride…View the complete presentation on the Village of 
Mundelein website, www.mundelein.org.
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The Village of Mundelein recently took First Place in the Lake 
County Municipal League’s annual “Innovation Awards.” 
Mundelein was recognized for its Business Incentive Grant 
(BIG) program—a matching grant program that provides 
Mundelein businesses an opportunity to partner with 
the Village for funding. This partnership enhances the 
appearance of local businesses thus improving Mundelein’s 
business climate. By developing and launching the program, 
Mundelein officials become true partners with the business 
community to aesthetically improve their businesses, 
ultimately helping Mundelein stay true to its Brand Promise 
of being a “welcoming community.”

Certain qualifying interior and exterior improvements are 
eligible for the program. Select sign replacements are also 
eligible for the program if the proposed project will help 
to bring the signs into compliance with the Village’s sign 
ordinance. Since its launch in 2014, twenty-five businesses 
have taken advantage of the BIG program and $287,715 have 
been approved for reimbursements. To date, $186,785 have 
been reimbursed. Currently, the program has led to more 
than $2.1 million worth of business improvements within 
the Village and is furthering Mundelein’s goal of becoming 
Central Lake County’s premier location for entrepreneurs. 
The program has contributed to the reduction of commercial 
vacancy in the Village, increased assessed building values of 
approved applicants, and facilitated the long-term success 
of participating Mundelein businesses. 
   
“Like many municipalities across the country, Mundelein is 
taking strategic steps to increase economic development, 
particularly in the downtown, which most stakeholders 
would like to see evolve into the central hub for retail 
shops, restaurants, and other commercial enterprises in the 
municipality. Mundelein’s downtown is particularly challenging 
because for nearly half a century, it was an area that was heavily 
focused on manufacturing,” explains Steve Lentz, Mayor.

“Through our BIG Program we are proactively communicating 
our pro-business focus and taking steps to demonstrate a 

strong willingness to work with entrepreneurs to achieve 
our goals that promote community growth.  We view the 
creation of the BIG program as an important step and a 
financially sensible mechanism to foster economic growth,” 
Lentz adds.

Decreasing the number of empty store fronts is one of the 
chief justifications of the grant program and since the launch 
of the program in 2014, Village commercial vacancy has 
decreased by 3 percent. 

Since the program’s launch in 2014, all 25 grant recipients 
continue to flourish. While many factors contribute to the 
success of a business, the grant funds help underwrite 
the high cost of starting or expanding a business. “The 
hope is that the partnership between business and local 
government will lead to long term success,” said Community 
Development Director, Amanda Orenchuk.  

The Lake County Municipal League Innovation Awards 
program recognizes municipalities that have developed 
strategic programs to solve municipal challenges and increase 
the effectiveness of local government. The awards program 
also facilitates an exchange of information and experiences 
to build capacity for municipalities and jointly celebrate 
successful programs that could benefit other communities.

Mundelein Earns First Place LCML Innovation Award for 
Business Incentive Grant Program  

Message From the Mayor (cont.)

more inviting gateway into the community.  We are looking 
forward to the panel’s recommendations which will be 
presented to Village Board on June 11th.

Flood Mitigation Efforts
In response to the significant flood event of July, 2017, 
the Village Board engaged HR Green Inc. engineering 
consultants to devise the best and most cost-effective 

plan to address long-term flood prevention.  The 
firm’s initial written report suggests adding 
detention ponds and installing new or 

secondary underground drainage pipes.  Specifically, the 
options involve pipes and detention ponds of varying sizes 
at Memorial Park and the former U.S. Music Corp. guitar 
factory property. Village staff and the Board of Trustees are 
now evaluating costs and discussing the best way to pay for 
these improvements. 

I wish everyone an enjoyable spring.

      Steve Lentz
      Mayor                                   
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The Mundelein Building Department’s Utility Service 
Reimbursement Program reimburses eligible homeowners 
up to 50 percent of the project costs (up to a maximum 
of $4000) for the installation of equipment, devices, and 
plumbing alterations which reduce or prevent sewer back-
ups into homes and basements for single family and multi-
family residential property owners.  The program is now 
expanded to include the replacement of lead water services. 
Installation of overhead sewers, sewer backflow devices, 
battery back-up sump pump systems and replacement 
of lead water services are a few examples of what can be 
eligible for a rebate under this program.

Homes built before 1986 are more likely to have lead pipes, 
fixtures, and solder containing higher amounts of lead. The 
Village water pipes do not contain any lead, but some older 
homes may still have lead pipes connecting the home to 
the Village water main. 

For more information on the Utility Service Reimbursement 
Program, please contact the Mundelein Building 
Department at 847-949-3283 or visit the Village website at 
www.mundelein.org.  for information and applications. 

All too often, homeowners are faced with a clogged sanitary 
sewer service that prevents any of the plumbing fixtures 
from draining properly. Many times, if properly executed, 
mechanical rodding of the sewer line can break free any 
clogs and get the sewer back in good working order. In the 
more extreme cases, the sewer line may have to be dug up 
and a section of the pipe replaced.  The sewer line from 
the home all the way to the Village main is the property of 
the homeowner, and may run under public walks, streets 
or other public improvements and other utility lines. To 
replace a section of this sewer line can be very costly and 
disruptive. 

The Building Department highly recommends that 
homeowners call Mundelein’s Public Works Department at 
847-949-3270 or the Building Department at 847-949-3283 
and let them know about the problem you are experiencing. 
This is especially important prior to excavating and replacing 
any of your sewer line. Many times the Village can verify at 
no charge what the problem is and the best way to repair it. 
Replacing the sewer line may not be the best option. 

Mundelein’s Utility Reimbursement 
Program Provides Financial 
Assistance to Residents  

Mundelein Reminds Residents 
to Call Village First for 
Sanitary Sewer Repairs

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Village of Mundelein, Mundelein, IL A 4C 01-1189

Contact Dennis Thompson to place an ad today! 

dthompson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2470

Serving Excellence in Mundelein for 55 years

23 W. Maple • (847) 566-4300 
John@gustafsonbodyshop.com • www.gustafsonbodyshop.com

MORALES PLUMBING 
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Cell: 847-219-3404
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Ricardo Morales 

Cell: 224-433-9848
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Sudden Impact Collision Center 
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847-949-1200 

www.suddenimpactinfo.com

Patricia Pipkin 
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Volo, IL 60073
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847-566-0475

1122 Diamond Rd • Mundelein

“Tex Mex Food”
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www.elbarriorestaurant.com

84848484

Changing Lives... One At A Time

508 Seymour, Mundelein, IL 60060

Phone: 847-865-1010
Web: youthageculinary.com



Mundelein Police Chief Eric J. Guenther has been named 
the “2018 Chief of the Year” by the Illinois Association 
of Chiefs of Police. The award is for leadership in his 
community, leadership in his own police department and the 
law enforcement profession, and service to the association. 
ILACP is a 1,300-member organization representing more 
than 450 agencies in Illinois.

“The Village of Mundelein should be very proud of its chief 
because he excels in so many ways,” said ILACP President 
James R. Kruger, who is also police chief in Oak Brook. 
“Chief Guenther cares a great deal about the community 
he serves, the officers in his department, and the role of law 
enforcement in society.”

Guenther will receive the award April 27th during the 
association’s Annual Awards Banquet in Peoria. He was 
selected by the association’s Board of Officers from a strong 
pool of nominations from different parts of Illinois. “It is 
incredible how highly regarded Chief Guenther is among 
his peers in Lake County, and for good reason,” said Ed 
Wojcicki, the ILACP Executive Director.

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the Village Clerk, we 
extend our heartfelt congratulations to Chief Eric Guenther 
for this well-deserved honor.  Under Chief Guenther’s capable 
leadership, the Mundelein Police Department has evolved 
into a model department in Lake County and beyond.  He 
and his officers are extremely community-minded and they 
are always looking for new and better ways to serve the 

community.  Chief Guenther 
was the catalyst behind the 
innovative “A Way Out” 
program—a program that 
will continue to grow and 
make an impact on the opioid 
crisis locally and eventually 
well beyond Lake County.  
Mundelein is very fortunate 
to have Chief Guenther as 
its Police Chief and we are 
thrilled that he is receiving 
this prestigious recognition,” 
said Steve Lentz, Mayor. 

“I have worked with Chief 
Guenther for 16 years and in the past 5 years as the Public 
Safety Director.  It is no surprise to me that he is receiving 
this distinction by his peers.  I am fortunate to have him 
on my management team and the community is better by 
having his steady and innovative leadership at the head 
of public safety in Mundelein” said John Lobaito, Village 
Administrator.  

Guenther has been the Mundelein police chief since 2013. He 
was also named Director of Public Safety on an interim basis 
in 2015, with oversight of police and fire. He was first hired 
by the Mundelein Police Department in 1995 and climbed 
through the ranks of investigator, sergeant, commander, and 
deputy chief.

Mundelein Police Chief Named 2018 “Chief of the Year” 
by the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police 

Residents interested in learning more about the Mundelein 
Police Department and how it operates are invited to 
participate in Mundelein’s Latino Citizens’ Police Academy 
on Thursday’s, April 26, 2018 at 7 p.m.  Classes will run 
every Thursday for 10-weeks, culminating with a graduation 
ceremony on Thursday, June 28, 2018 at 7 p.m.  If you 
are unable to attend this class there will be another class 
September 6, 2018 – November 8, 2018.  Classes will take 
place at the Mundelein Police Department, 221 N. Lake 
Street.  The Village is the first in Lake County to offer a 
Latino Citizens’ Police Academy.

The Mundelein Police Department’s Latino Citizens’ Police 
Academy provides an excellent opportunity for citizens, 
who live and/or work in or near the Village of Mundelein 
and are between the ages of 18 and 55 years of age, to 
become familiar with the day-to-day operations of the 

Police Department.  Attending the academy will 
help participants gain a better understanding 

of the procedures, guidelines, responsibilities, demands, 
personnel, equipment, policies and laws that guide the 
department’s decisions.

The course is not intended to make citizens into police 
officers, but to allow citizens to learn more about police 
operations.  Citizens will become informed as to the actual 
role of the police and in return, the police will benefit from 
the wealth of knowledge the citizens can give about their 
community.

Anyone interested in attending this program should 
contact Officer Michael Reyes at 847-968-4600 or mreyes@
mundelein.org or CSO Joshua Peterson at 847-968-4600 or 
jpeterson@mundelien.org.

*Please be advised that this program will be 
predominately in Spanish.

MPD to Host Popular Latino Citizens’ Police Academy 
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The “A Way Out” program, an initiative to help people break 
free of opioid addiction, recently took first place, as a law 
enforcement assisted pre-arrest diversion program at the 
Lake County Municipal League’s annual Law Enforcement 
Innovation Award ceremony. 

“The Innovation Award was extremely competitive this year,” 
stated Mandi Florip, Executive Director of the Lake County 
Municipal League. “We had eight agencies apply and each 
submission was top-notch.”  

The eight applicants included: “A Way Out” Program, 
Bannockburn Police Department, Buffalo Grove Police 
Department, Deerfield Police Department, Fox Lake Police 
Department, Hawthorn Woods Police Department, Lake 
Zurich Police Department and Waukegan Police Department. 

A remarkable group of Lake County leaders gathered 
for the event including representation from seventeen 
municipalities and police departments, Lake County State’s 
Attorney, Michael Nerheim, and legislative representation 
from the office of State US Congressman Brad Schneider. 

The “A Way Out” program seeks to help people who are 
struggling with addiction to access treatment once they 
have determined they are ready. The idea is to help get 
people into treatment before they are arrested committing 
drug-related crimes in order to feed their addiction.
   

Mundelein Police 
Chief Eric Guenther 
conceived the idea to 
launch the “A Way Out” 
program and received 
enthusiastic support 
from the Lake County 
Opioid Initiative (LCOI) 
to create additional 
treatment access points, 
reduce crime, reduce 
s u b s t a n c e - r e l a t e d 
harms, re-frame the 
role law enforcement 
plays in community 
safety, and unite the 
community. Chief Guenther created, spearheaded, and 
implemented the program. 

“We are very proud of Mundelein Police Chief Eric Guenther’s 
instrumental role in helping to launch this new program.  
The program has great potential to help those who sincerely 
want to find a way out from the cycle of drug dependency 
and addiction,” said Mayor Steve Lentz.

Since the start of the program, 246 people have accessed 
treatment.  Ninety came through the Mundelein Police 
Department, and of those 90, ten were Mundelein 
residents.  

“A Way Out” Program Earns First Place Honors at 
Annual Law Enforcement Innovation Awards 
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The Mundelein Police Department is seeking your help in 
kicking off its 18th annual Golf Outing to benefit the Special 
Olympics of Illinois. The event will be held at Steeplechase 
Golf Course in Mundelein on Monday, May 21, 2018.

Every year, members of the law enforcement community 
raise money to support participants and volunteers at the 
local, regional, state, and world Special Olympic Games.  
The Law Enforcement Special Olympics Torch Run started 
in 1986 and raised $10,000.  In 2017, the Mundelein Police 
Department was ranked number nine in Illinois raising more 
than $43,000.00.  The 2018 goal is to raise at least $50,000.

Individuals or business can participate by sponsoring a 
hole or donating a raffle prize for the Golf Outing.  Hole 
sponsors are $125 per sign.  We’ll handle everything . . . just 
send us any graphics and wording you want on your sign.  
Please send your raffle prize or hole sponsor payment to the 

Mundelein Police Department/
Special Olympics, 221 North 
Lake Street, Mundelein, IL 
60060.  Hole sponsor graphics 
can be e-mailed to 
jmarshall@mundelein.org.  
Of course, you are always welcome to golf!  

Special Olympics is a 501c3 organization so donations 
qualify for a charitable deduction.  Please call 847-968-3775 
with any questions you may have about the event.  

Also, remember to stop by a Mundelein Dunkin Donuts on 
May 18th for Cop on a Roof.  You will receive a coupon for 
a free donut for any donation; you will receive a coffee mug 
and a free coffee with any $10 donation.

MPD Seeks Residents’ Support of 
Annual Special Olympics Golf Outing 



MAY
May 1–11      Spring Clean-Up

TBD Golf Outing to benefit Special Olympics–    
 Steeplechase               

5 8 a.m.–1 p.m. | A-May-Zing Mundelein–starts at    
 Police Department

9 5–9 p.m. | Park on Park Car Show–Seymour & Park

27 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–MHS Jazz Band

28           10 a.m. | Memorial Day Parade 

TBD  (May/June) Cop on a Roof–Special Olympics    
 Fundraiser at Dunkin Donuts 

JUNE
3 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–28 Days 
 (Country, Pop, Classic Rock, R&B, Disco & Motown)

9  1–5 p.m. | 7th Annual Craft Beer Fest–
 Village Hall Plaza

10 10 a.m.–1 p.m. | 3rd Annual Bike Rodeo–
 Ray’s Bike & Mower

10 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–Gizzae Reggae Band

12 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market–Opening Day 
 (NEW DAY–TUESDAY’S)

13 5–9 p.m. | Park on Park Car Show–Seymour & Park 

17 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–John Ludy Poleo

19 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market 

24 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–
 Buffalo Grove Ensemble Band

24 6:30 p.m. | Miss, Junior and Little Miss Mundelein   
 Pageants–MHS

26 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

June 28–July 1      Mundelein Community Days

30 8 a.m. | Mundelein Park & Recreation District    
 Freedom Classic Run/Walk

30 10 a.m. | Annual Patriotic Celebration–
 Fort Hill Heritage Museum

JULY
1 8–11:30 a.m. | Pancake Breakfast

1        2 p.m. | Mundelein Community Days Parade 

1 9:30 p.m. | Fireworks

3 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

8 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–Anderlik & Church   
 (Bluegrass/Blues/Acoustic Roots) 

10 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

11 5–9 p.m. | Park on Park Car Show–Seymour & Park

14 8 a.m.–Noon | Cops n’ Bobbers Fishing Derby–    
 Mundelein Seminary

15 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–The Millenials    
 (Modern & Classic Rock)

17 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

22 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–
 Buffalo Grove Symphonic Band 

24 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

29 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–Chicago Soul Review   
 (Tribute to Rock with Horns)

31 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

AUGUST
5 5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–Cajun Vagabonds   
 (Cajun & Zydeco)

7 7–10:30 p.m. | National Night Out–
 Santa Maria Grounds

7 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market      

8 5–9 p.m. | Park on Park Car Show–Seymour & Park

12 5–6:30 p.m. |Outdoor Concert–Guitarra Azul    
 (Rumba, Flamenco & Latin Jazz)

14 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market 

19          5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–
 Chicago Tribute Anthology 

21  3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market 

26          5–6:30 p.m. | Outdoor Concert–
 Skip Towne & the Greyhounds

28  3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market
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SEPTEMBER
4 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

8–9 10 a.m.–5 p.m. | Mundelein Fine Arts Festival–    
 Kracklauer Park

11 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

12 5–9 p.m. | Park on Park Car Show–Seymour & Park

18 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market  

25 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market 

29 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

OCTOBER
2 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market

7–13 Fire Prevention Week

9 3–7 p.m. | Farmers Market (last market for the season)

27 4–7 p.m. | Boo Bash–
 Mundelein Park & Recreation District 

29        8 a.m.–5 p.m. | Toys for Tots Drop Off–begins at the   
 Police Department and Mundelein Village Hall

31 4–8 p.m. | Halloween Trick or Treat Hours

ALL OUTDOOR CONCERTS ARE HELD 
AT KRACKLAUER PARK. 

NOVEMBER
TBD Meat Raffle to benefit Special Olympics–Hitz Pizza

4 Daylight Savings Time–Turn Your Clocks Back

DECEMBER
7 5:30–6:30 p.m. | Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 & Fireworks

7 5:30–8 p.m. | Citizen Police Alumni Academy    
 Spaghetti Dinner

7 6–8 p.m. | Santa’s Cottage Opens–Village Hall Plaza

8 Noon–3 p.m. | Santa’s Cottage–Village Hall Plaza

14 Last Day for Toys for Tots Drop Off–
 Police Department and Mundelein Village Hall

15 Noon–3 p.m. | Santa’s Cottage–Village Hall Plaza

22 Noon–3 p.m. | Santa’s Cottage–Village Hall Plaza

2018
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As part of the Village of Mundelein’s ongoing downtown 
redevelopment plans, the Board of Trustees recently 
selected a preliminary design for a pedestrian bridge over 
the railroad tracks near the Village’s Metra station. 

The proposed brick and glass structure will help people who 
live east of the Canadian National Railway tracks get to the 
station at 101 N. Archer Ave. The bridge also will make it 
easier and safer for anyone walking or bicycling from east 
of the tracks to access the nearby municipal plaza and 
destinations in downtown Mundelein.

The bridge will be built about 300 feet north of the train 
station and it will consist of two towers on either side of the 
tracks and a high, enclosed walkway between them. The 
towers will have stairs and elevators.

According to Village Administrator John Lobaito, the bridge 
could cost between $4 million and $5 million. To help offset 
this cost, Mundelein staff has secured two State grants 

totaling $3.7 million.

The Board of Trustees preliminary design of choice features 
decorative arches at the tower entrances inscribed with 
Mundelein’s name. Engineering and formal design work 
is scheduled to begin in May, 2018. Construction could 
happen in July 2019.

The preliminary design was created by Kaltsouni Mehdi Inc., 
a Chicago architectural firm. Village officials selected HR 
Green Inc., as the engineering firm for the project.

Board of Trustees Select Preliminary Design for 
Downtown Pedestrian Bridge  
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At the December 11 Mundelein Village Board Meeting, 
Mayor Steve Lentz and the Board of Trustees approved 
a proposed property tax levy, which includes increased 
payments to police and fire pensions. The Village Board 
is considering keeping the levy rate the same as last 
year or $1.56 per $100 of assessed value. Mundelein had 
maintained an $11.8 million levy for five straight years until 
raising it to $12.5 million last December.  

The proposed levy is for just under $13.2 million and the 
following operations—debt levy, operations levy, and 
road and bridge levy—will be funded at the same level, 
but payments to the police and fire pension funds will be 
increased to meet a statutorily required contributions. 
Police pensions levied more than $1.4 million this year but 
would generate slightly more than $1.8 million next year. 
Fire department pensions levied $618,000 this year and 
would collect more than $786,000 next year. 

Mundelein is able to keep the tax levy flat due to a number 
of circumstances. The Village is expecting an overall 
increase of 5% in property values compared to last year’s 
increase of 6%.  The increase is due to new construction 
and existing properties increasing in value.  Not all existing 
properties have increased in value. There is an approximate 
$42 million increase in property values more than last 
year from $803 million in 2016 to $845 million expected 

in 2017.  Mundelein does 
not establish property 
values.  Assessing value 
to properties is done by 
the township and county.  
Mundelein determines 
how much money to levy. 
The tax rate is based on 
the amount of money the 
Village levies. 
  
For the typical Mundelein 
homeowner, if the 
owner’s home value stayed the same as last year, there is no 
tax change to the homeowner.  The Village of Mundelein’s 
portion of each resident’s tax bill is approximately 13%.

The $630,000 in new pension costs are not Mundelein’s 
choice. “There’s a legislative body in Springfield that 
controls the mandates that we have in terms of pensions.  
We are required by law to raise the amount that we provide 
in pension payments,” Mayor Lentz explained. 

Mundelein’s fiscal year starts on May 1, 2018 and budget 
hearings will be held in April to review all forms of revenue 
and spending.  However, property tax levies have to be 
submitted to the county by the end of December.

Mundelein Trustees Approve Proposed Tax Levy at Board Meeting  
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Woody’s 
Tree Service

847-362-5545

10% Discount with Ad

GET STARTED WITH A QUOTE.  
847-796-8002 

www.zippyshell.com

Moving & Storage made simple, effective and stress-free. 

 
Secure storage delivered to you.
Store on-site or transport to our

climate-controlled facility.
Ideal for Events, Remodeling,

Decluttering, Moving and More...

TAYLOR 

RENTAL CENTER
Home Owners 

Contractors 
Party Planners

946 S. Lake Street

847-949-0500
www.taylorrentalmundelein.com

609 E. Hawley St.
Mundelein, IL 60060

847-566-1100
Serving our communities

since 1962 

www.acechicagolandstores.com

 
Chicago Style Sandwiches

551 N. Lake St

Mundelein, IL 60060

847-566-9798 

lukesofmundelein.com

Famous for our Homemade Italian Beef!

847.459.0517 • www.americanmudjackingil.com

Sidewalks • Patios, Stoops 
Garage Floors • Driveways 

Concrete Slabs • Factory Floors

Residential and Commercial Work Backed by Written Warranty 

Call TODAY for your FREE Estimate!

Mundelein Automotive, Inc.
Serving the Mundelein area Since 1976

• Tune-Ups • Brakes • Mufflers • Shocks • Transmissions

• Emission Repairs • Alignments & More!

(847) 949-1480
15 E. Maple, (Rt. 176 & Seymour)

www.mundeleinauto.com

900 S. Lake St. • Mundelein, IL 60060  • 847-949-5700 • www.lakesidereccenter.com 

Buy One Get One Free Bowling Game or Laser Tag  
Limit One Free Game Per Visit

Lakeside Recreation Center

* Birthday Parties * Corporate Parties * 
* Business Meetings * Group Outings * 
* Laser Tag * Bowling * Video Gaming * 

* Arcade * Food * Lounge

Primera Tratamiento 25% Descuento

TOWNLINE       DENTAL CARE

362 Townline Rd, Mundelein 

Dra. Gelena Roytman, DDS

Dra. Mayya Bakman, DDS

847-566-8585
• Atención de Emergencia/Atención de Noche

• Aceptamos la Mayorla de los seguros dentales
 y Ayuda Publica

• Servicio para Adultos y Ninos

• Endodoncia, Extracciones, Coronas y Veneers,
 Dentaduras/Placas, Rellenos

      

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

Automotive Repair and 
24 Hour Towing Service
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The Village of Mundelein, the Mundelein Police 
Department, and the Mundelein Fire Department are once 
again sponsoring A-May-Zing Mundelein’s Annual Day of 
Caring.  The event will take place on Saturday, May 5, 2018.  
This annual volunteer spring clean-up event is celebrating 
its 23rd anniversary.  The event was launched as Project 
CAPE (Create-A-Positive-Environment) and evolved into 
“A-May-Zing Mundelein.”

There is a great need for volunteers this year. The event 
will kick off at the Mundelein Police Department with 
registration and continental breakfast from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.  
Volunteers should plan to work through late morning or early 
afternoon.   Any residents, organizations or businesses that 
wish to volunteer or donate supplies are asked to please 
call Jenni House at the Mundelein Police Department at 
847-968-3770.

Over the years, A-May-Zing Mundelein’s great success 
has been due to the local residents, organizations and 
businesses that volunteer their time to complete spring 
clean-up projects at the homes of residents in most need 
of a helping hand.

In 2017, 76 Mundelein residents including families, scout 
troops, churches, local organizations, and businesses 

volunteered to make sure A-May-Zing Mundelein was 
successful. These volunteers completed spring clean-
up projects at 38 locations throughout the village that 
ranged from yard work, window washing, and home safety 
inspections to small outdoor repairs.  In addition to the 
volunteer assistance, several area businesses donated 
supplies to help complete the projects and provided food 
and refreshments for the hard working volunteers.

Please visit the Village website www.mundelein.org/police 
for more information regarding A-May-Zing Mundelein and 
please consider lending a helping hand to help ensure the 
event’s continued success.

Mundelein Gearing Up for A-May-Zing Mundelein’s 
Annual Day of Caring 

This year’s Spring Clean-Up will be held during the weeks 
of May 1 to May 11. During this 2-week period, on garbage 
collection day, residents will not be charged for large 
household items and other refuse materials that would 
normally be collected for an additional fee.  

Refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, and other appliances 
containing Freon will not be collected unless the Freon 
has been removed and the appliance is properly tagged 
confirming the refrigerant has been removed.  Electronic 
itemed banned from disposal in landfills will not be 
collected.  Other items that will not be collected include:  
oil, gasoline, 35 and 55 gallon drums, fuel containers, tires, 
pesticides, asbestos, railroad ties, paint and large quantities 
of construction debris.  

If you have a questions regarding Spring Clean-Up please 
contact Groot Industries, 1-800-244-1977 or Village Hall, 
847-949-3200 or Mundelein Public Works at 847-949-3270.

The growing season is right around the corner and before 
we know it, the grass will be green and the flowers in bloom. 
Mundelein’s Building Department reminds residents that the 
Village has an ordinance that requiring grass and weeds to 
be maintained less than eight inches in height. Keeping the 
grass and weeds maintained does a lot for the overall look of 
your neighborhood and for the community. Please do your 
part in keeping up the appearance of your community by 
maintaining your lawn.

If you have a property in your neighborhood that appears to 
have long grass, or is not being maintained, please contact 
the Building Department with the address of that property 
by calling 847-949-3283, or send an e-mail to building@
mundelein.org. An inspector will be dispatched the following 
day to follow-up on the possible violation. If it is determined 
that the grass is in violation, an official notice will be sent 
out requiring the lawn to be cut.  Please understand that the 
Village is required by law to provide “Notice of a Violation” 
prior to pursuing any corrective action or enforcement.

Mundelein’s Village-Wide 
Spring Clean-Up Scheduled  

Building Department 
Reminds Residents to Keep 
Grass Mowed, Trimmed  
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Mundelein residents who are interested in getting more 
involved with their community are encouraged to consider 
submitting an application for the Village of Mundelein’s 2018 
Commission openings.  The following list details the List of 
Terms Expiring on April 30, 2018 and number of openings:

These volunteer positions provide residents with the 
opportunity to give back to their community and work with 
a team of like-minded professionals. 

To find out more about the function, membership, 
and meeting information for each Commission, and to 
submit your application, please visit www.mundelein.org/
mundelein-il/government/boards-and-commissions. Please 
complete the Application for Appointment on the website 
and send it to:

Mayor Steve Lentz, Village of Mundelein, 300 Plaza 
Circle, Mundelein, IL 60060.

An Opportunity to Serve—
Village of Mundelein Announces Upcoming Commission Openings  

List of Open Positions as of 

April 2018:

Economic Development Commission–
2 open Positions/Expiring 2019

Mundelein Arts Commission–
2 Openings/Expiring 2019 and 2020

Old #1 Fire Truck 
Preservation Committee–
1 Opening/Expiring 2019                        
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John Lucente’s Barber Shop
Mon. Tues. 7-6, Thurs. 7-6, Fri. 7-6,

Sat 6-2, Closed Wed.

452 North Lake St. 

(Rt. 45 North of Hawley) 

Mundelein, IL

(847) 566-1587

 

NANCY PIASECKI
Assistant Vice President

800 N Rt 83 • Mundelein, IL 60060

Phone 847-837-8883
www.nscombank.com

 

219 W. Maple Ave.
Mundelein, IL 60060
Tel: (847) 566-8020
Fax: (847) 566-8044

Family Owned & Operated

ROOFING - SIDING - GUTTERS
 

• Tear-offs/Re-roofs

• Repairs - All Types

• Ventilation Solutions

• Carpentry-All Types

• Hail and Wind Experts

• Family Owned!

 

Call For Monthly Specials!

Celebrating Over 30 Years Serving Mundelein 

 and the Surrounding Communities!

50+ Thousand Households of Job Experience!

We are an “Owens Corning Preferred Contractor”

845 E Orchard Ave, Mundelein    847-949-9180

www.clombardoinc.com

  Installations Inc. 

No job too big or small!
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PHONE 
       NUMBERS

(All area codes are 847 unless otherwise noted)
 
Village Hall .............................................. 949-3200
Mayor Steve Lentz ................................. 949-3209
Village Administrator’s Office
   John Lobaito ......................................... 949-3225
   Assistant Village Administrator
   Peter Vadopalas .................................... 949-3226
Building Department .............................. 949-3283
   Director Peter Schubkegel, Sr.
Community Development Department 949-3282
   Director Amanda Orenchuk
Customer Service Office ........................ 949-3283
Finance Department
   Director Doug Haywood ....................... 949-3246
Water Billing ............................................ 949-3245
Public Works/Engineering Department
   Director Adam Boeche ......................... 949-3270
   Village Engineer Bill Emmerich ............. 949-3220
Police Department
   Public Safety Director Eric Guenther (Police & Fire) 
   Emergency .................................................. 9-1-1
   Non-Emergency & TTY ......................... 968-4600
Fire Department
   Chief Deputy Fire Chief Bill Lark
   Emergency .................................................. 9-1-1
   Non-Emergency .................................... 949-3260
   Non-Emergency TTY ............................. 949-3262
Trustee Dawn Abernathy ......................... 393-7918
Trustee Scott Black .................................. 845-7350
Trustee Robin Meier ................................. 949-5347
Trustee Bill Rekus ..................................... 691-5606
Trustee Kerston Russell ............................ 840-0758
Trustee Raymond Semple ........................ 566-0835
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Residents—Be sure to call JULIE Before You Dig—
You may be surprised by what’s buried in your 
yard. That’s because today, more electric, gas, 
water, sewer, and telecommunications companies 
are delivering utility services underground. 

JULIE recommends that residents clearly mark 
the area where they will be digging with white 
paint and/or flags. Within two working days, a 
representative from each member utility company 
marks the location of their underground facilities 
with paint and/or flags at the excavation site.  The locators will place 
colored flags that tie to the different utilities (red=electric, yellow=gas, 
orange=communications, blue=water, green=sewer). 

To avoid personal injury and damage to those lines, state law requires you 
to contact JULIE before any digging project, regardless of the project size 
or depth. Contacting JULIE before you dig is the law.  

Also, the call is free and so are the services.

Helpful Tree Tips from the Village Arborist—
Springtime is upon us!  Now is the time to prepare 
your yard for summer landscaping. Check your 
trees and plants for any damage that may have 
occurred over the winter.  Prune out any frost-
damaged limbs and remove all deadwood or 
unwanted parts of your landscaping.  Remember 
to inspect your trees regularly for insects and 
diseases, as both are very active in the spring.   

Public Works and Engineering News and Notes 

HYDRANT FLUSHING—Over 700 hydrants are planned for maintenance 
flushing in mid-April-early May, dependent upon weather.  Details on the 
neighborhoods will be posted at www.mundelein.org

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION—An event with Elementary School District 
75 will be conducted in late April for students and the general public to 
hear about Arbor Day and its history.

MAILBOX REPLACEMENTS—Throughout spring, crews will be replacing 
mailboxes damaged during snow and ice control operations.  Please 
contact Mundelein Public Works at 847-949-3270 if you have a damaged 
mailbox that is in need of repair.

STREET SWEEPING—Public Works and Engineering began street 
sweeping cycles throughout the community as part of the spring clean-
up initiative.  Please make sure to keep the curb line free of major debris 
such as branches, leaf piles, garbage, and grass clippings to allow for the 
sweeper to effectively clean the roadway.

MAIN BREAK RESTORATION—Areas of the parkway and roadway 
excavated to repair water main breaks during the winter will be restored 
to their existing condition.  This work takes place Village-wide and will be 
conducted through June.

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK—The Village will be recognizing and celebrating 
the efforts of our PW & E staff during Public Works Week, May 20-26.  Please 
join us in our appreciation of all of the hard work and dedicated effort we 
receive from our Public Works crews each and every day!

Public Works and Engineering Spring Initiatives 



Mundelein—
Top 100 
Safest Cities 
in America 

Share Our Pride—
Mundelein is ranked 76th Safest City 
in America by 2018 Neighborhood 
Scout ratings. Thank you Mundelein 
Police Department, Mundelein Fire 
Department and Mundelein Village 
staff. 

Stay Safe…Lock Up Belongings

The Mundelein Police Department 
encourages residents to be mindful 
of important security measures to 
be taken in neighborhoods, homes 
and automobiles.  Residents must be 
diligent in locking up cars, garages, 
and residences.  Do not leave laptops, 
cell phones and other expensive 
equipment in your automobile which 
would be visible to the passerby.  Be 
sure to report any suspicious behavior 
or people in your neighborhood.  The 
non-emergency phone number to the 
Police Department is 847-968-4600 and 
call 911 in an emergency.

Mundelein’s Award-Winning 
Gale Street Inn Still Popular

In the last issue of the Mundelein 

Insider, it was reported that the Gale 
Street Inn restaurant is under new 
management.  This was misleading. The 
restaurant’s day-to-day operations are 
still managed by the next generation of 
the Chioles family—whose founders—
George and Joan Chioles taught their 
children by example that in America 
“You can achieve your dreams through 
hard work and devotion.” Mundelein 
is proud that the Gale Street Inn 
restaurant continues to be a beloved 
Village landmark drawing people far 
and wide to experience the restaurant’s 
award-winning ribs and other time-
tested, family recipes.  Go to the 
restaurant’s website to print a coupon 
for 10% off your next meal!

Mundelein Arts Commission’s 
Mural Project to Soon Post 
“Call for Artists” 

The Mundelein Arts Commission 
(MAC) is making progress on securing 
a location for the community’s first 
mural! The MAC will be posting a Call 
for Artists later this spring seeking 
an artist with whom to partner. If you 
are interested or would like more 
information on this initiative, please 
contact Colleen Malec, Staff Liaison to 
the MAC, at cmalec@mundelein.org or 
(847) 949-3289. 

Mundelein’s 7th Annual Craft 
Beer Festival Fast Approaching

Mundelein Community Connection 
and Tighthead Brewing Company will 
host the 7th Annual Mundelein Craft 
Beer Festival  on Saturday, June 9, 2018 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Advance tickets 
are $40 and day of the event tickets are 
$45. Once again, the popular festival 
will be held in the green space in 
front of the new Village Hall, 300 Plaza 
Circle, across from the Metra parking 
lot and Tighthead Brewing Company 
in Downtown Mundelein. 

Mundelein’s Craft Beer Fest is one of 
Lake County’s first craft beer festivals 
and it has grown in popularity every year. 
The Plaza Circle location on the Village 
Hall grounds just north of the Metra lot 
has proven to be a fantastic setting.  
There’s great parking with easy in and 
out access and the space.  Also, we’ve 
attracted more food vendors including 

local restaurants and food trucks.  A 
few great bands will play along with the 
area’s finest craft brewers.  

“We are targeting 40 craft breweries 
for this years’ event, which is the 
number we anticipate will bring the 
most variety and enable us to most 
effectively manage the available space.  
The event has grown steadily over the 
past 7 years, so we are intentionally 
trying to stay within the 2,000 attendee 
range as we feel this reduces lines 
and provides more open space for 
socializing during the festival,” said 
Bruce Dir, Festival Founder/Host and 
Owner-Brewer, Tighthead Brewing Co.

The Mundelein Craft Beer Festival 
(MCBF) is organized by Mundelein 
Community Connection in cooperation 
with Tighthead Brewing Company and 
the Village of Mundelein.  The MCBF 
has a reputation as a ‘brewers’ brew fest.   

Tickets give guests admission to the 
Beer Fest, a souvenir tasting glass, 
unlimited samples from over 40 
breweries and great live music. Food 
will be available for purchase from local 
restaurant vendors and food trucks.  
Designated driver tickets are available, 
as well. 

Connect with MPD, 
MFD and Village 
of Mundelein on 
Facebook

The Village of Mundelein, Mundelein 
Police Department, and the Mundelein 
Fire Department are all on Facebook! 
Keep up-to-date on Mundelein news, 
events and alerts throughout the year, 
all of which are advertised first on our 
Facebook page. Like our pages and get 
the inside scoop on events, safety tips, 
and other important news including 
family community events, academies, 
and classes.

Take Note— 
Village Reminders–Notes–Accolades
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BEST MEXICAN FOOD IN MUNDELEIN

346 N Seymour Ave • 847-566-0001

Monica’s 

839 S. Lake St. • 847-566-0033
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