
GOVERNOR’S HOMETOWN 
AWARD WINNER

TOP 100 SAFEST CITIES IN 
AMERICA—RANKED 38

MUNDELEIN HIGH SCHOOL—
TOP 100 PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
IN ILLINOIS

MUNDELEIN PARKS AND 
RECREATION DISTRICT—
ILLINOIS DISTINGUISHED 
ACCREDITED AGENCY

CALEA ACCREDITED—
THE GOLD STANDARD IN PUBLIC 
SAFETY ACCREDITATION 

RECIPIENT NEW URBANISM 
CNU MERIT AWARD FOR 
MASTER REDEVELOPMENT  
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

MOODY’S AA1 RATING—
SECOND HIGHEST GRADE FOR 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

RECIPIENT OF 
SUNSHINE AWARD FOR 
GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY

10 BEST CHICAGO SUBURBS 
FOR YOUNG COUPLES

10 BEST CHICAGO SUBURBS 
FOR FAMILIES

Fall is now here, yet it’s hard to believe that 
summer is officially behind us.  While those 
months are typically a time of rest and 
relaxation, our summer in Mundelein and 
throughout Lake County had challenges.

The flood of 2017 impacted many of 
our residents and our thoughts are 
with everyone who is in the process of 
rebuilding their lives. Often, the worst of 
times bring out the best in people, and 
I believe this is the case with our Village 
employees.  I would like to thank all of 
our Fire, Police, CERT Team, Public Works 
and Engineering, Building Department, 
Customer Service, and administrative staff, 
for working so well together on behalf of 
our residents in their time of need.  

I also want to acknowledge the community 
spirit on display throughout Mundelein 
during our flood crisis. We witnessed 
neighbor helping neighbor with clean-
up, food donations, clothing drives and 
numerous fundraisers.  Indeed, Mundelein’s 
resilient and optimistic spirit was apparent 
during the crisis and in its aftermath.  
Thank you to everyone who played a role 
in helping Mundelein pull through a very 
difficult and challenging time.

Flood Study and Action
Within a few weeks after the flood, your 
Village Board of Trustees voted unanimously 
to authorize a study of the flooded areas 
and ascertain as quickly as possible what 
action needs to occur.  Funding for such 
action will be a topic at our Board’s strategic 
planning session next month.  I will make 

sure this topic 
is constantly on 
our radar until it 
is satisfactorily 
addressed.

Mundelein High 
School Makes 
Top 100 High 
Schools List 
Congratulations 
to District 120 
Superintendent 
Dr. Kevin Myers, MHS Principal Dr. Anthony 
Kroll and staff for earning a “Top 100 High 
Schools in Illinois” ranking, according to 
Niche, for the third year in a row.  The 2018 
Best Public High Schools ranking is based on 
rigorous analysis of academic and student 
life data from the U.S. Department of 
Education. Read more about this prestigious 
recognition in the following pages. 

Watch Board Meetings LIVE!
In an effort to better engage Mundelein 
residents in Village government and to 
enhance overall transparency, the Village 
of Mundelein is pleased to introduce the 
launch of Acclea Civic Streaming—a new 
and improved live stream of Village Board 
Meetings.  Residents are welcome to 
attend our bi-monthly Board Meetings at 
Village Hall every other Monday beginning 
at 7 p.m.  But if you cannot attend, please 
watch the Board Meetings live from the 
comfort of your home.  Visit our website 
for complete details. 

                                  continued on page 13
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Mundelein High School Earns Top 100 Ranking in 
2018 Best Public High Schools in Illinois List 

Please join Mayor Steve Lentz and the Board of Trustees in congratulating Mundelein 
High School for earning a “Top 100 High Schools in Illinois” ranking.  For the third year in 
a row, Mundelein High School is in the top 100 high schools according to Niche. 

The 2018 Best Public High Schools ranking is based on rigorous analysis of academic 
and student life data from the U.S. Department of Education along with SAT/ACT test 
scores, teacher quality, college readiness, graduation rates, and ratings collected from 
millions of Niche users. 

This year MHS ranked 76 in Illinois. Last year, MHS ranked 87.  During the previous three 
years, MHS has moved up 16 spots and improved a full letter grade from a “B” to an “A.” 

Congratulations!

At the May 24, 2017 Village Board 
Meeting, the Mundelein Board of 
Trustees approved the nomination 
of Scott Black to fill the Board 
vacancy. Mayor Steve Lentz 
nominated Black for this position 
based on his years of service to the 
Village and his first-hand knowledge 
of Mundelein’s vision for the future.  
Mayor Lentz also considered Black’s 
volunteer history in the community. 

“Scott Black brings to the board 21 
years of experience on the Planning 

and Zoning Commission, including 10 years of service as its 
chairman. That, along with his forward-thinking vision for 
Mundelein, makes me confident he will serve our Village 
well,” Mayor Lentz said.

“Mr. Black has an impressive and practical amount of 
experience that he brings to the Board of Trustees on day 
one, since he has served on the Village’s Plan and Zoning 
Commission for 21 years, 10 of those as chairman,” Mayor 
Lentz added. 

To fill the vacant Trustee seat, Mayor Lentz conducted a 
transparent selection process.  More than fifteen residents 
expressed their interest to serve their community. “I was 
very pleased with the number of applicants, many of whom 
had both village and community volunteer involvement and 
I thoroughly enjoyed each of the nine interviews,” he said. 

As a new member of the Board of Trustees, Black hopes 
to continue Mundelein’s momentum in the realm of 
redevelopment.  “My hope is that we’re able to be witnesses 
to a vibrant downtown redevelopment, with new housing, 
shops, and restaurants, and that Mundelein residents will 
believe in the potential of our town,” Black said. 

Asked what he is most proud of in terms of Mundelein’s 
growth over the past decade, Black focused on the 
collective vision that has been carefully cultivated. “We’re 
on the very cusp of exciting changes that will define what 
Mundelein will look like 5, 10, and 20 years from now. 
This Trustee appointment is the next step in my ongoing 
journey in community service, and I am very grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the residents of Mundelein.  It’s a great 
honor and I look forward to working hard on their behalf to 
help fully realize Mundelein’s true potential.”

Black continued, “I believe my experience on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission has prepared me well for the role 
of Trustee by virtue of a solid understanding of the pace 
and process of development and an overall good working 
knowledge of municipal government. I feel my strongest 
attributes are my abilities to communicate and collaborate, 
as well as a penchant for being open to the thoughts and 
ideas of others. I’m a good listener.”

Mayor Lentz appointed Mr. Black to the vacant Trustee seat 
until the term for that seat ends in May, 2019. If Mr. Black 
wishes to continue to serve as Trustee, he will need to file 
papers for reelection in December, 2018 and the election 
for the next term will take place on April, 2019.
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Mayor Lentz Appoints Veteran Planning and Zoning Chair 
to Vacant Trustee Seat 

Scott Black, Trustee



Sysmex America, Inc. Completes $24 Million Expansion 
of Mundelein Reagents Manufacturing Facility 

Sysmex America, Inc. (SAI), a leading provider of automated hematology and 
urinalysis diagnostic testing equipment, and middleware information systems 
technology, recently held a formal dedication ceremony for its expanded and newly-
modernized reagent manufacturing facility in Mundelein. The Mundelein facility 
currently employees 64 full-time and contract staff.  

“Sysmex America has exhibited double-digit growth in recent years. The expansion 
and modernization of the Sysmex Reagents America (SRA) manufacturing plant is 
a $24 million investment in the long-term growth of this region. Building upon the 
innovation of our analyzers, we look forward to SAI’s continued success,” said Mr. 
Hisashi Ietsugu, chairman and CEO of Sysmex Corporation. 

“We are very proud that Sysmex America, Inc. management opted to expand their 
business. We appreciate their significant investment and the trust the company 
has placed in our community. Mundelein is growing and evolving in all facets of 
development and this $24 million expansion is reflective of our broader vision,” said 
Mayor Steve Lentz. 

“SAI is also celebrating the recent launch of a number of new 
hematology analyzers on the market which may generate 
immediate need for increased reagents. The SRA reagent 
facility will help us to continue to supply our customers in 
the U.S., Canada and parts of Latin America through the 
next decade with the high-level of products and service that 
they have come to expect from us,” said Ralph Taylor, CEO 
of SAI.  

The SRA expansion, under construction since the ground 
breaking in July 2015, almost doubles the square footage 
and increases production capacity by nearly 80 percent. The 
factory represents Sysmex’s first initiative to incorporate 
IoT technology in the manufacturing environment by 
linking a manufacturing execution system (MES*)—a type 
of production management system—with manufacturing 
equipment. 
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Steve Lentz, Mayor, speaking at the 

SRA expansion celebration.

Left to Right: Ralph Taylor (CEO, SAI), Naoki Ito (Consulate-
General of Japan in Chicago), Hisashi Letsugu (Sysmex Corp. 
in Japan, CEO), Steve Lentz, John Kershaw (Chairman, SRA 
expansion celebration) at the ribbon cutting.

Takeshi “TK” Kubota (VP, Business Planning SAI), and Steve Lentz 

at the SRA expansion celebration tree planting.



The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Chicago 
recently released its 2016 RTA Community Planning Program 
Implementation Report.  In this report, the Village of 
Mundelein was featured as an Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) Success Story.  

The RTA’s Community Planning program has assisted 
municipalities and agencies throughout the Chicago region 
to plan in coordination with the local transit systems. Over 
the past few years, the RTA has been conducting routine 
follow-ups and tracking progress in communities that they 
provide funding for planning and implementation efforts.  
The RTA has identified Mundelein as a community that has 
been implementing the TOD plan created around public 
transit and Mundelein was given high praise for its strategic 
steps taken with its Transit Oriented Development.

The report states, “In 2003, the RTA assisted the 
Village of Mundelein with completing a Station 

Area Plan to better assist 
them in transforming the 
underutilized area adjacent 
to the Metra station into a 
robust Village center.  Its 
recommendations included 
creating a civic campus near the 
station, amending Mundelein’s 
zoning ordinance to allow for higher 
densities as well as improving vehicular 
and pedestrian access around the commuter rail facility.” 

The report continues, “Since the completion of the Station 
Area Plan in 2005, the community’s Metra station has 
observed a growth in ridership.  The number of boardings 
went up by 42% from 2002 to 2014.  The percentage of 
people walking or biking to the commuter rail facility also 
rose by 8% during the same time period.”

Mundelein Named a Regional Transportation Authorities (RTA) 
Success Story 

Mundelein’s Public Works and Engineering Department, 
in partnership with District 75 and the Mundelein Park and 
Recreation District, recently completed a 1,300 foot bike and 
pedestrian path over the Route 53 ROW to allow Mechanics 
Grove students the opportunity to walk or bike to school 
instead of taking the bus.  

This new path provides pedestrian access from the 
Longmeadow Estates subdivision to the Mechanics Grove 
School.  The Village’s partnership with District 75 was 
exercised throughout this project.  Mundelein PW & E staff 
worked extensively through the design and construction 
process with District 75 to ensure the path met their needs.  
This new path now provides the ability to reduce costs on 
busing for the district.

The path also serves other purposes.  It does provide 
Longmeadow Estates children a path to walk to school 
instead of being bused.  It also provides a path for Hampton 
Reserve Subdivision children a walking path to Mechanics 
Grove Elementary School.  The new bike path now connects 
multiple residential neighborhoods to the school, library, 
Community Park, Barefoot Bay, and the multi-use path on 
Midlothian Road connects pedestrians and cyclists to the 
fair grounds at Petersen Road and other points of interest 
along the path.

The project started with tree and brush removal on July 24, 
2017 and the paving was completed on August 13, 2017.  
The Village received permission to cross State Route 53 
from IDOT, and both District 75 and the Mundelein Park & 
Recreation District participated in the project by permitting 
the path to be built on their respective properties.  

Public Works and Engineering Completes 
New Bike and Pedestrian Path 
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In an effort to facilitate timely and accurate communication with residents, the Village of Mundelein  
selected Blackboard Connect™, a leading mass notification system. 

Blackboard Connect enables Village officials to send both urgent and non-urgent notifications. 
The system provides residents with information/directions in the event of emergency, road closure, 
or community event. Using Blackboard Connect, officials can record and send an unlimited 
number of personalized voice messages to home phones, businesses, local agencies and 
mobile phones in just minutes. The service also sends email, text messages (SMS) to mobile 
phones and posts on Facebook, RSS feeds and Twitter channels. Messages can also be 
sent to TTY/TDD devices for people who are hearing impaired.

Sign up for Blackboard Connect at: https://villageofmundelein.bbcportal.com/ 

Those without Internet access are encouraged to call (847) 968-4600 and speak with 
Jennifer Marshall to provide their current information. Residents with call blocking 
services should add (847) 949-3200 to their approved number list to ensure receipt of 
important notifications from the Village.  

Blackboard Connect Notification System Ensures 
Quick Communication with Residents  
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The Board of Trustees recently approved the development 
of the remaining balance of 33 townhomes to complete 
the Lake Ridge Townhomes development located at the 
corner of Route 45 and Route 60. This development stalled 
in the midst of the Recession in 2008 but the project is now 
moving toward completion. 

D.R. Horton, Inc., a national developer of residential 
properties, approached the Village regarding potential 
acquisition and construction of the remaining balance of 
the subdivision.  The townhome units will be constructed 
in five additional structures. The new townhomes will have 
similar, but not identical, architecture and materials to the 
existing townhomes.

“We are looking forward to completing this beautiful 
townhome development. This is the last project to get back 
on track since the recession, so that’s a good sign for the 
economy.  Aesthetically the townhomes will look modern 
and fresh, but more importantly, the developer, D.R. Horton 
takes great pride in their work using top-grade materials 
and adhering to strict building codes,” said Amanda 
Orenchuk, Community Development Director. 

The new townhomes will feature brick on all units, metal 
roofing on entry porches, limestone elements, bay window 
projections on key end units, front and rear projections on 
all units. D.R. Horton is the largest homebuilder by volume 
in the U.S. for 15 consecutive years. In 2016, the company 
sold over 600 homes in the communities of Deerfield, Lake 
Bluff, Arlington Heights, Gurnee, and Elmhurst. 

Board Approves 33 Townhome Development in Mundelein



Residents who are interested in obtaining detailed information about properties in 
Mundelein now have a free resource available to them. The Mundelein Community Portal 
can be found on the front page of the Village of Mundelein website. With the click of a 
button, residents can search an address and access a wide array of information 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year! 

Available information includes: the property PIN (property index number), zoning and 
school district information, township and/or county locations, voter precinct name and 
number, polling locations, and  the names of state and federal elected officials. 

Other important and timely information available to residents includes: garbage, recycling, 
and waste collection times, as well as a Map Gallery that highlights information such as responsible 
jurisdictions for snow and ice removal and refuse and recycling schedules. 

All of this information plus more is available through the Mundelein Community Portal simply by searching an address.

Information you want to know...right at your fingertips! Visit www.mundelein.com and start searching.

The Mundelein Community-Portal™ was developed by MGP, Inc., a Des Plaines-based technology company that 
founded the GIS (Geographic Information System) Consortium, which partners with communities to manage 
and visualize their data to make informed decisions. 

Mundelein Community Portal Provides Residents Access 
to Timely Property Information 
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Recently, K. Hovnanian Homes and Clark Street 
Development presented a concept plan to the Board of 
Trustees for the 31-acre parcel located near the southeast 
corner of IL Route 60/83 and West Maple Avenue.

Clark Street Development, the property owner, will retain 
the 10 acres north of the creek for future commercial 
development, which is not proposed at this time. K. 
Hovnanian Homes proposes 63 single-family homes on 
the 20 acres area south of the creek. The residential end 
product would be similar in nature to the nearby Orchard 
Meadows subdivision.

“Over the years, multiple commercial users have looked at 
the site and concluded that it would not work economically, 
largely due to a creek that traverses the property from 
east to west, the large stock of mature trees, neighbors’ 
concerns over screening, and the extent of off-site roadway 
improvements by IDOT.  All of these factors have created 
a situation that causes us to re-evaluate how to best utilize 
this site,” explains Steve Lentz, Mayor. 

“Both Clark Street and K. Hovnanian Homes have a strong 
pulse on the Mundelein market and on the Chicagoland 
marketplace.  Clark Street Development has previously 
made every effort to bring commercial development to the 

entire site, with limited success.  The change in focus to a 
residential product has brought about a contract with K. 
Hovnanian Homes.  The Maple Hill subdivision will provide 
rooftops to support Clark Street’s eventual commercial 
development to the north, as well as other commercial 
development in the corridor,” explains Amanda Orenchuk, 
Director of Community Development.  

Maple Hill by K. Hovnanian Homes—
20-Acre Single-Family Subdivision Planned 



8

�✁✂✄☎✆☎✝✂✞✟✠✞✡☛☞

The Mundelein Community Days’ Commission has recommended to the Village Board that the 2018 Community Days 
festival begin on Thursday, June 28, 2018 at 5 p.m., and wrap-up on Sunday, July 1, 2018 with the fireworks display 
starting at 9:30 p.m.  

In 2018, the Fourth of July holiday falls on a Wednesday. When this occurs, this presents a challenge for scheduling the 
fireworks display, as this event is the highlight of the festival.  In the past, the Village has held the fireworks show separately 
from the festival, however, the Commission decided against this for next year because our loyal 
vendors depend on the high attendance the fireworks display draws to make their involvement 
with the festival profitable.  Further, Mundelein’s budget for this event is also greatly impacted 
by not including the fireworks show during the festival. 

To address resident concerns about this issue, the Mundelein 
Community Days’ Commission composed a letter to residents that is 
posted on Mundelein’s website.  The letter states:  

“…The Mundelein Community Days festival takes place over a four-day 
period and it always includes both weekend days to ensure favorable 
attendance and to accommodate resident work schedules. It is necessary 
for the festival to remain a four-day event for several reasons: 

(1) The Community Days festival is completely funded by local business 
sponsorships, beer tent sales, and through the help of unpaid volunteers. 
A five-day event would be more costly, leaving the Village to incur these 
additional costs.

(2) The Village depends on numerous unpaid volunteers who dedicate 
many hours of their time to the festival. Extending the event by an additional 
day would spread volunteer resources thin.

(3) The Village bears the cost of overtime for Police and Public Works 
staff to assist with the safety and functioning of the event. An additional 
day would significantly increase overtime costs to the Village.

For most years, the July Fourth holiday falls on a Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, or Monday, in which case the fireworks display will remain on 
Independence Day within the four-day festival. Only during the occasional 
year, when the Fourth of July falls on a Tuesday or Wednesday, will the fireworks 
show be moved to another date. After, the 2018 Community Days event, this 
will only occur two times within the next decade (2023 and 2028). While it is 
relatively uncommon, we understand that this is an inconvenience to our 
residents and we have given this issue significant thought. 
Your understanding is appreciated.”

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

2018 Mundelein Community Days’ Dates Set—
Mundelein Community Days’ Commission 
Tackles Difficult Scheduling Issue 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

Mundelein Theatre Proudly Announces its 2017-2018 Season 

MUNDELEIN’S GOT TALENT! 

Mundelein Arts Commission Announces 
Return of Popular Open Mic Nights  

In an ongoing effort to introduce and promote interesting 
and diverse literature to Mundelein High School students 
and the Mundelein community, Mundelein Theatre has 
announced its theatre offerings for the 2017-18 school year.  

The New Faces production will be Cinderstein, by Kamron 
Klitgaard. New Faces features freshmen and sophomores, as 
well as juniors and seniors who have not had the opportunity 
to participate in a show at MHS. The play is a comedy 
about a local high school drama teacher who writes his own 
version of Cinderella by combining the Princess’s tale with 
the story of Frankenstein. It does not go well. Directed by 
Jeff Harding, the play runs October 27 at 3:45 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., and October 28 at 7:30 p.m.

The fall production will be The Arabian Nights, by Mary 
Zimmerman. Adapted from The Book of the Thousand 
Nights and One Night, the play offers a blend of the lesser-
known tales from Arabian Nights with the recurring theme 
of how the magic of storytelling holds the power to change 
people. The play will be performed on the 200-seat onstage 
thrust configuration in the MHS Auditorium.  The show runs 
November 16 at 7:30 p.m. November 17 at 3:45 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. and November 18 at 7:30 p.m.

Mundelein Theatre students will compete again this year in 
the Chicago Shakespeare Slam. Formerly known as Battle of 

the Bard, the eight-person team will develop and perform 
two five-minute pieces to compete against schools from 
throughout the Chicago area. Last year the team advanced 
to the final round and had the honor of performing on stage 
at Chicago Shakespeare Theatre at Navy Pier. There will be 
a public performance of their slam pieces on November 16 
at 6 pm. The team will be competing in their preliminary 
bout on November 18 at Senn Arts Magnet High School in 
Chicago.

Other Mundelein Theatre offerings will be publicized in the 
next Mundelein Insider.

The Mundelein Arts Commission (MAC) will once again present 
a series of Open Mic Nights to showcase performers from 
the area. The fall sessions will be held on the first Sundays of 
October, November and December, from 6:30-9 p.m., in space 
donated by El Barrio Restaurant, 1122 N. Diamond Lake Road 
in Mundelein. The Open Mic Nights began this past spring and 
proved immensely popular, showcasing talent from all over the 
area, including everything from musicians to poets. 

According to organizer Jeff Justman of the Mundelein Arts 
Commission, “The intent of the Mundelein Arts Commission’s 
Open Mic Nights is to promote the performing arts in the 
Village of Mundelein. We welcome both Mundelein residents 
as well as surrounding community residents to bring their 
performing talents to Mundelein.”  

Justman further states that the plan is to rotate each series 
of Open Mic Nights to a different business establishment 
in Mundelein. “In the spring series of Open Mic Nights, 
AREA General Store in Mundelein donated space for the 
events,” Justman says. “Building off of that success, El Barrio 

Restaurant, a long-time business in Mundelein, now has 
generously donated its space for the upcoming autumn series.  
This formula is an exciting opportunity for performers to not 
only perform at our Open Mic Nights, but also for Mundelein 
businesses to build new customers, and for the community to 
enjoy and celebrate our amazing, diverse local talent.” 

All performers 14 years of age and older are welcome 
and encouraged to sign-up for one of the planned nights. 
Performing slots are 12 minutes in length and must be reserved 
in advance. For further information or to sign-up for a 
slot, please send an email to: 
JJustman@email.Mundelein.org.



After 28 years of dedicated service to the Mundelein Fire 
Department, Deputy Fire Marshal, Mark Gaunky recently 
retired.  Deputy Gaunky’s Walkout Ceremony took place in July.  

Deputy Gaunky started his career with Mundelein as a Paid 
On-Call Firefighter in June, 1989.  He went on to work in the 
Public Works Department in June, 1990.  He became a full-
time firefighter in November, 1994.  He was promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant in December, 2007 and was appointed as 
the Deputy Fire Marshal in March, 2014.  
 
During his tenure with the Mundelein Fire Department, 
Mark help to rewrite Village’s Fire Prevention Codes twice 
and assisted with the revamping of the Inspector 1 program 
curriculum for the Office of the State Fire Marshal.  Mark 
also has numerous State certifications for firefighting and 
fire prevention including: Advanced Fire Prevention Officer, 
Fire Investigator, Fire Officer II and Fire Instructor II; as well 
as nationally recognized certifications in fire prevention.  He 
was awarded the NICET II Fire Alarm System Certification 
from the National Institute for Certification in Engineering 
Technologies as well as the National Fire Protection 
Association Certification as a Fire Protection Specialist.

Mark also worked with State officials to have the State of 
Illinois’ Flag Display Act rewritten to include honoring 

firefighters who died in the line of duty by allowing 
the Governor to request the lowering of the flags 

to half-staff.  This was accomplished during the 96th General 
Assembly and is now Public Act 96-0436.

“Recently, I heard a fire service leader speak at a conference.  
The speaker, Erron Kinney, made a statement that has 
stayed with me. He said, ‘I want the organization to hurt 
a little when I leave. If the organization says we miss you, 
then I have done my job well.’ With Mark’s departure, the 
Mundelein Fire Department will indeed hurt a little when he 
leaves.  We are very appreciative of Mark’s years of service 
to the department and for his professionalism throughout 
his career.  He will be missed,” said Chief Deputy Fire Chief, 
Bill Lark.

In his retirement phase of life, Mark plans to take a position 
with the University of Illinois–Chicago as the Assistant 
Director of Fire and Life Safety. 
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The Village of Mundelein Building Department is pleased 
to welcome Mark Cacchione to the newly created position 
of Fire Inspector. In this role, Mark is responsible for 
performing fire inspections on all new and renovated 
buildings, fire plan reviews, fire alarm and fire suppressions 
system plan reviews, and coordinating and assisting with 
annual fire inspections of existing buildings in Mundelein.  
Mark will also act as the liaison to the Fire Department. 
Mark is ideally suited for this position as he has 31 years of 
experience as a Firefighter/Paramedic, Fire Lieutenant, Fire 
Investigator, Fire Marshall, Public Education Coordinator 
and Fire Inspector.  Most recently, Mark worked for the City 
of Highland Park’s Building Department as a Fire Inspector.  

Mark earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration.  His certifications include: State of Illinois 
Fire Prevention Officer I, Fire Officer I and II, Fire Cause 
and Origin Investigator, Fire Apparatus Engineer, Juvenile 
Fire Setter Intervention Specialist, Technical Rescue, and 
Hazardous Materials. He is a member of the Illinois Fire 
Inspectors Association-Fire Investigator’s Strike Force, and 

the Illinois Professional Firefighter’s Association.  Mark and 
his wife Karen reside in Wheeling.  They are parents to 
three children.

Previously, the Fire Inspector position was managed 
within the Fire Department.  Moving this position to the 
Building Department helps to facilitate better coordination 
between both departments on building inspections.  Also, 
this reassignment provides the opportunity to cross-train 
inspectors in both departments. 

Mundelein Welcomes New Fire Inspector 





On an annual basis, the Mundelein Police Statue Committee and the Village of Mundelein host an appreciation ceremony 
for residents who purchase commemorative bricks in support of the police statue, “The Protector.” The statue, presents a 
powerful image to Village residents and visitors concerning the selfless contributions made by those in public service on a 
daily basis. 

“This is a wonderful tribute not only to all those who have served as a Mundelein Police Officers, but to all those in law-
enforcement. Our focus here at Mundelein is our citizens and this statue is a meaningful symbol and reminder of that 
commitment to the community.  We are very appreciative of the community’s support,” said Eric Guenther, Mundelein 
Police Chief.

On behalf of the Village of Mundelein and the Police Statue Committee, Mundelein proudly acknowledges the following 
residents for their commitment to this public monument:

Residents Show Support for Police Statue 
by Purchasing Commemorative Bricks 
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In an effort to better engage Mundelein residents in Village 
government and to enhance overall transparency, the Village 
of Mundelein is pleased to introduce the launch of Acclea 
Civic Streaming—a new and improved live stream of Village 
Board Meetings.  This new product is an innovative solution 
to meet Mundelein’s live video streaming and on-demand 
viewing needs. 

“Everyone’s time is limited and we are all pulled in a number 
of directions. So, we want to engage with residents at their 
convenience with the mobile devices that they are utilizing. 
Civic Streaming is designed to do this.  It’s powerful, live 
and on-demand video streaming on all devices,” said Steve 
Lentz, Mayor.

Through an enhanced mobile streaming experience, 
residents can easily tune in to watch Village Board Meetings 

on any of their devices they are using an iPhone, 
iPad or Android device — as well as any PC or 

Mac computer. Civic Streaming will instantly begin to upload 
Board Meeting videos to Village servers for storage and on-
demand playback.

To access Mundelein’s live video streaming, go to Mundelein’s 
website, www.mundelein.org, and click the “Live Stream” 
icon located on the front page. 

Government transparency is a focus area for the Mundelein 
Board of Trustees. In fact, Mundelein is in the top 1% of 
communities in the State of Illinois to have earned the 
prestigious Sunshine Award for excellent government 
transparency from the Illinois Policy Institute.  There are 6,963 
taxing bodies in the State of Illinois (the most of any state) 
and only 67 of those bodies have received the Sunshine 
Award, of which the Village of Mundelein is one. Mundelein 
earned the 2nd highest score out of the 51st-75th largest 
municipalities in the State. 

2017 Commemorative Bricks
4 x 8 Bricks
• Bob Palazzo–“Thank you for your service.”

• Tony and Larysa Brandt and Family" 
12 x 12 Bricks
• Fort Hill/Historical Society “61st Historical Society of  
 Fort Hill Country 30th Fort Hill Heritage Museum”

• Jennifer Chang-West “In Loving Memory–Mary West- 
 Mike West–Austine Clemons”

• Mundelein Automotive, Inc.–“Thank You for Serving  
 and Protecting Us”

• Mundelein Community Bank

Left to Right: Chang-West Family, Larysa Brandt, Dottie Watson 
from the Fort Hill Heritage Museum/Historical Society of Fort Hill 
Country, Bob Palazzo, Chris Piazzi from Mundelein Community 
Bank, Chief Guenther, and Mayor Lentz. 

Mundelein Pleased to Introduce 
New and Improved Board Meeting 
Live Video Streaming 
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Public Works and Engineering Fall Initiatives
ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Construction activity is nearing completion throughout the Village.  The Longmeadow Multi-use 
Path is complete and accessible for children to walk to Mechanic’s Grove School.  The current phase 
of the Loch Lomond Infrastructure Modernization Plan is expected to be complete by late October. 
Thank you for your patience and cooperation during this busy construction season.

WASTEWATER PLANT TOURS
The Village owns and operates one of the region’s most advanced water reclamation facilities.  To 
schedule a visit to this state-of-art facility, contact (847) 949-3275.

TREE TRIMMING/REMOVAL
Public Works crews will be working with contractors to trim healthy trees and replaced diseased 
ones from the public parkways.  The final replacement trees will be planted for Emerald Ash Borer 
Management Plan this fall.

TREE PLANTINGS
Fall season brings the second installment of the Village’s tree program.  This season will include 
plantings within the Route 45 landscape islands north of Dunbar Road.

Residents Encouraged to Utilize Mundelein’s Utility 
Services Reimbursement Program to help Combat Flooding 
The Village of Mundelein’s Utility Service Reimbursement Program reimburses eligible homeowners 
up to 50 percent of the project cost up to a maximum of $4,000.  Installation of overhead sewers, 
sewer backflow devices, battery back-up sump pump systems and replacement of lead water services 
are a few examples of what can be eligible for a rebate under this program. Installation of these types 
of devices and systems can greatly reduce the chance of flooding in your home or basement. 

The program is limited to the actual costs of the labor and equipment to install the overhead sewer 
or backflow device and related equipment or lead water service replacement.  The cost for landscape 
restoration or interior finishes such as painting and carpeting are not eligible under this program. 

For more information on the Utility Service Reimbursement Program, please contact the Mundelein 
Building Department at 847-949-3283 or visit the Village website at www.mundelein.org for 
information and applications. 

Lead Water Services
The Village Board recently upgraded the Sewer Back-up Prevention Program to include replacement 
of lead water services. This program is now called the Utility Service Reimbursement Program.  This 
program can reimburse costs for the installation of equipment, devices, and plumbing alterations 
which reduce or prevent sewer back-ups into homes and basements for single family and multi-
family residential property owners.  The enhanced program now includes the replacement of lead 
water services. 

Homes built before 1986 are more likely to have lead pipes, fixtures, and solder containing higher 
amounts of lead. The Village water pipes do not contain any lead, but some older homes may still 
have lead pipes connecting the home to the Village water main. 

Sanitary Sewer Problems—Best Protocol to Follow 
to Address Issue
If you experience a sanitary sewer a sewer back-up, Mundelein’s Public Works and Engineering 
Department recommends that the property owner contact Public Works at 847-949-3270 before 
proceeding with any work.  Oftentimes, the staff can determine the best course of action necessary, 
eliminating costly “guess work.” If it is determined that the sewer must be replaced or repaired, 
the Building Department strongly recommends that the homeowner obtain three estimates from 
qualified contractors to ensure the best job and most competitive pricing. In many cases, the sewer 
can be made operable temporarily while proper estimates are gathered, eliminating the pressure 
of making quick, costly decisions. If you have any questions regarding sewer problems, please feel 
free to contact the Village Plumbing Inspector at 847-949-3283.

�✁✂✄☎✆☎✝✂✞✟✠✞✡☛☞



Fall Leaf Collection 
Resident Guidelines

The Village’s solid waste contractor, 
Groot Industries, Inc., will be 
conducting curbside leaf collection.  
The program typically runs from mid-
October through early December. 
This schedule is dependent upon the 
weather and how quickly leaves fall 
from the trees, so timing may vary. Here 
are a few guidelines to follow to ensure 
that Mundelein’s fall leaf collection 
proceeds smoothly:
• Please remember to rake leaves to 
 the back of the curb and NOT into 
 the street. Leaves raked into the 
 street may not be collected and 
 can have serious impacts on street 
 sweeping activity in the area, 
 reducing its effectiveness. 
•  Do NOT mix limbs, brush, stone or 
 other debris into the leaf piles.
•  Avoid placing leaf piles near storm 
 drains.
• Pile leaves away parked cars or low 
 hanging tree limbs.

Mundelein Public Works and 
Engineering Employees Excel 
at Regional Competition

Public Works and Engineering 
employees recently participated in the 
American Public Works Association 
(APWA) Roadeo competition this 
May.  Public Works employees from 
local government agencies all over the 
region participated in this specialized 
competition.  There were two Roadeo 
competitions: loader and snowplow.  
The competitions test knowledge 
through a written exam and a disabled 
vehicle inspection, which is based on 
current Illinois CDL driving rules and 
regulations.  Additionally, a field test is 
administered via an obstacle course to 
test driving skills.

Two teams from Mundelein Public 
Works and Engineering competed in 
the snowplow competition.  Adam 
Streicher and Mike Hassebroek placed 
4th and Chris Deremo and Nick Galan 

placed 5th out of 40 teams.  Long-
time Street Division employee Bill Earll 
placed 8th out of 48 competitors in the 
loader competition.  

“Mundelein employs some of the best 
equipment operators in the area,” said 
Street Superintendent Craig Schaul, 
“The Roadeo competition showcases 
their talent.”  

 

Save the Date—
Mundelein’s Old Number One 
Preservation Committee to 
Host Theater Organ Concert

The Old Number One Preservation 
Committee is hosting a theater organ 
concert on Sunday, October 15 at 2 
p.m. at the Mundelein Seminary. As 
tradition dictates, there will be a silent 
movie accompanied by the organ 
and the now famous sing-along with 
the bouncing red ball. Please mark 
your calendars and plan to attend!  In 
addition to the organ concert, there 
will be a presentation by the Santa 
Maria Del Popolo handbell ringers, the 
Mundelein High School jazz ensemble, 
and Mundelein’s own Kirk Players will 
perform a short skit.  This will be a fun 
fundraiser for the entire Mundelein 
community.  

You’re Invited—
Open House Planned to 
Showcase Mundelein’s Snow, 
Ice Control Operations

Mundelein Public Works and 
Engineering will be hosting its first ever 
Snow and Ice Control Open House.  
The event will take place on Saturday, 
November 11th from 9 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. at the Public Works Facility located 
at 440 E. Crystal Street.  Public Works 
and Engineering staff will discuss snow 
and ice control operations in Mundelein.  

Attendees will tour the facility, see 
equipment demonstrations, and get an 
up-close view of Village trucks.  All are 
welcome to attend!

Please register for the event online at 
www.mundelein.org/open-house or by 
calling Kelsey Langeler at 847-949-3269.

Village Arborist Offers 
Fall Planting Tips

Fall is an ideal time for planting new 
trees.  The cooler temperatures reduce 
the amount of stress on trees typically 
seen in the summer.  As the days 
grow cooler and shorter, trees require 
less watering.  The soil remains warm 
even when air temperature cools.  All 
of this allows the trees to establish its 
roots, better equipping the tree to 
survive extreme heat and drought in 
the summer.  It is best to have trees 
planted before November because 
this gives the tree time to establish its 
roots prior to the ground freezing. 

  

Save the Date—
Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
Santa’s Cottage Planned

The annual Holiday Tree Lighting 
ceremony will be held on Friday, 
December 1st at 5:30 p.m. at 
Kracklauer Park.  Festivities include 
music by the Jazz Spectrum and the 
Fremont Middle School singers.  Santa 
will join Mrs. Claus for the annual 
reading of Clement Moore’s classic 
poem, “The Night Before Christmas.”  
The Mundelein Park District staff will 
provide refreshments donated by area 
businesses.  The Mundelein Pageant 
Queens will lead the countdown to flip 
the giant switch to light the tree.  After 
the fireworks, Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
ride to Santa’s Cottage in the fire truck. 

Santa’s Cottage, operated by 
Mundelein Community Connection, will 
be open on Friday, December 1 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Stop by to see Santa 
and enjoy refreshments, holiday music, 
and other goodies. Santa’s Cottage will 
be open on Saturdays, December 2, 9, 
and 16 from Noon to 3 p.m.

Take Note— 
Village Reminders–Notes–Accolades
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